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CHAPTER I 
THE SCENE 
In the second dec ade of the nineteenth century, a group 
of men in a hamlet of sixteen houses on a Vermont hill-top 
were busying themselves with a project, which, given these men 
and the times in which they were living, might be called a 
foregone conclusion. It was a remarkable group for such a 
small place and consisted of three merchants or traders, two 
practicing lawyers, two who were called 11 judge 11 because they 
were assistant judges, a tavern keeper, the postmaster and 
their pastor who lived somewhat outside the village. It was 
the period following the War of 1812, a time of rapid change 
and development, and these men, responsive to impulses which 
had been set in motion, were eagerly devising a plan to provide 
for their children and the children of their neighbors, a 
better education than was then possible. 
The township of Thetford had been chartered by the 
Province of New Hampshire in 1761, and had now passed its half 
century mark, having attained a population of about 1900. 
This short period had been punctuated by three definite 
political changes. In 1764, the town had passed to the 
Province of New York, in 1777 it had found itself a part of 
the independent state of Vermont and in 1791 Vermont became the 
1 
II 
fourteenth state of the Union. 
The struggles accompanying these changes, together with 
the problems of pioneering and the two wars, had given 
Vermonters a character of their own. 
Feeling entirely capable of managing their own affairs, 
they were gener ally unwilling to take orders from others. 
Having lived through pioneer days, when money was practically 
non-existent, they sometimes seemed shrewd and "close-fisted, 11 
but were democratic in principles and usually in action. These 
characteristics, however, were not wholly indigenous to Vermont 
Most of the early settlers had come from Connecticut, which had 
been one of the most independent spots in the country. 
In Thetford a church had been gathered, a log meeting 
house built by the tovm, which they soon outgrew, and a second 
more pretentious one erected. After much dissension, this 
later one had been placed by a court decision on the top of 
Thetford Hill, which was judged to be the center of travel and 
which had but one house. A common was soon laid out around the 
meeting house, and by 1800 several additional families had 
come, the mating house acting as a magnet. At first, the 
houses were placed around the common after the fashion of early 
New England villages, but they had gradually spread out into a 
street; and by 1818 the group was important enough to be 
1 considered a village in the New England sense, the only point 
in town which could be so designated. 
2 
The me:ting house was the "to·wn house 11 and symbolized 
the life of the tovm. From its pulpit, since 1787, doctrines 
had been expounded, rules of conduct laid down, reproofs ad-
ministered. Tything men had walked its aisles. On weekdays 
were heard the debates, and often disputes, of the town-
meetings, and here votes were cast for town and state officers. 
Outside were the stocks and whipping post, visible warning to 
evildoers. 
Until about the turn of the century, the town had been 
largely self-sustaining . There were a few men, called traders, 
who too~ produce, potash and lumber products 11 down country" 
and brought back salt, molasses, bar iron and such luxuries as 
dres-s goods and rum. But the neighborhood business was carried II 
on by barter and little hard money circulated. If a man could 
raise his bread stuffs, his meat , his wool and flax, his horses 
and oxen, his lumber and fuel and his maple sugar, he could get 
on very well without money . Nails were made on the Hill from 
the iron tha t was brought in; the hides of his cattle were 
tanned there; the saw and grist mills were but a mile away . 
The neighbors helped at harvest time and were on hand when 
buildings were raised, and the women did the spinning and 
weaving . 
Now in 1817, as an outcome of war conditions, smal l 
industries were being established, mostly one man aff a irs or 
occasionally two or three at the most. Roads were better, but 
3 
still impassable at times; frame houses were more gener al; and 
more land was being improved. The 'Nest was opening and migra-
I tion had begun in a small way from the town. But the "'lest did 
not mean what it does in the twentieth century. The United 
States extended only to the Rocky Mountains, and Florida was 
purchased in the very year of the opening of the Academy . Ther 
were but twenty-two states. Monroe was President; slavery was 
becoming an issue politically and morally; and the famous com-
promise over the admission of Missouri as a state was about to 
be adopted. The fear of war with European countries was 
\present and the President, with the counsel of Jefferson, who 
was still living, was soon to issue the message known as the 
IMonroe Doctrine . 
Yli th the opening of the V.Jest, the problem of trans-
portation was a difficult one. Railroads were scarcely dreamed 
of and the canal was the newest mode of travel. The Erie Canal, 
which was to help many Thetford people to ~igrate, was begun 
\but would not be finished for several years . On the Connecticut 
1River, which bordered Thetford, flat boats were used by traders 
to carry goods to and from Hartford. They were laboriously 
"poled" up the river and canals had to be constructed to get 
\
1
around the various rapids. There w as no telephone or tele-
graph. Agriculture was primitive; tools were clumsy and heavy; 
and oxen were used for power. 
II In Thetford, the dominant personality was Asa Burton . 
4 
The first minister had come in 1773 but, because of his Tory 
sentiments, had fled at the beginning of the wt~. In 1779, 
the then twenty-six year old Burton had been ordained and 
settled as the second pastor. 1 Born in Connecticut, he was 
of the same stock as the settlers and, as a boy of fourteen, 
[j had come to Norwich, adjoining Thetford, with his pioneer 
parents and had grown up in the land-clearing, log-cabin 
jperiod. With severe self-denial, he had attended the new 
college across the river, (Dartmouth) graduating in 1777. Afte 
some theological study in Connecticut, he had been se t tled in 
Thetford for life as was then the custom. 
He was given fifty acres for a farm;and a house was 
[built, partly by his own hands. Here the bride of his youth 
and her two daughters had died prematurely. His second wife 
had also died, leaving a daughter. A third wife had recently 
come and was, he says, "A gre a t comfort and blessing" in his 
approaching age. 2 Here he composed his weekly sermons, many 
\runeral sermons, tvvo "election sermons" delivered before the State 
Legislature and the book with the long title, "Essays on Some 
of The First Principles of Metaphysics, Ethics and Theology", 
1 As a Burton, "Autobiography, 11 {unpublished manuscript, 
hetford, Vermont, 1817), p. 19. 
2 Burton, op. cit., pp. 77. 
5 
which g ave him a place in the hi s tory of psychology. 3 
From this house he set out on the many long journeys 
on horseback and later by chaise, to Burlington, Vermont, for 
University trustee meetings and commencements; to Middlebury 
for the same purposes where the degree of Doctor of Divinity 
was bestowed upon him. He also attended innumerable councils 
and ordinations throughout New England . And l ast, but not 
least, he was a thrifty farmer. Of his interest in education 
he s ays, "I preached much of the importance of having good 
schools and giving children a good education. 11 4 
He now was in his middle sixties, a man of strong and 
unchanging c onvictions. Theologically he was a Calvinist, a 
term which had in New England several shades of me aning, but 
fundamentally there was agreement on certain priniples. The 
earliest covenant of the Thetford church, probably written by 
Burton, calls attention to the lost and guilty state and con-
dition of man and his utter inability to help himself by any-
l thing he can possibly do except to depend upon divine Grace and 
help and "to renounce henceforth and forever, the World, ye 
flesh and the Devil. 11 5 And from the .Articles of Discipline 
3 Jay W. Fay, American Psychology Before Villiam James 
(New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, .1939), p. 76. 
4 Burton,££· cit., p. 25. 
5 Burton, op. cit., p. 292. 
6 
he states that "every particul ar church of Christ is a court 
erected b~ him in his kingdom for the purpose of carrying the 
laws of his kingdom into execution among themselves. " 6 
The great changes in thought which were to affect much 
that Asa Burton earnestly believed to be true, were not yet in 
sight, but it seemed sometimes thnt he almost caught a glimpse 
of l ater conceptions of n ature and the origin of man, although 
he had no scientific basis for his ideas. He saw the analogy 
apparent in all the works of God. The natural world was 
governed by a few simple, established laws. All the dif-
1 
ferent ranks 
general plan 
analogy. 6 
of living beings were formed according to one 
and between animals and men there was an evident 
Asa Burton had lived through the stirring days of the 
Revolution, the founding of the Republic, and was in the midst 
of the adjustments which were in progress between political 
conservatives and radicals. Like most of the Calvinist clergy-
men, he was a Federalist. They were conservatives and they 
feared Jefferson's liberal political ideas, and especially his 
liberality in religious thought. A political radical naturally 
soon applied his radicalism to theology and would be likely to 
question the Calvinism of the day. 
In 1818 the Thetford church had become one of the 
6 Ibid., p. 153. 
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largest and most influenti al in the small state of Vermont. It 
was recovering from an uphe av al which will well illustr ate the 
party animosity of the day and which is too significant to 
ignore. The lone householder on Thetford Hill when the meeting 
house was placed there was Beriah Loomis who became, Dr. Burton 
says, "A person of more influence in the Church than any other 
individu al. rr7 The toym had been 1 '.J>gely Federalist until 1812 
but Republicanism was beg inning to creep in and the state was 
electing officers who were imbued with this creed. Beriah 
Loomis embraced these more l iberal views and immedi ately 
became involved in a serious argument with Burton. He was 
brought to trial for "evil spe aking" and , in all, the conflict 
l as ted three yeurs with the result that Loomis signed a con-
fession and ~s restcred to the church. Burton feared at one time 
that blood would be shed, so great were feelings on either side. 
Those who know at first hand how intim tely the people 
of a small country to ~n live together will realize the effect 
hich t his afftir between the t wo le ading men of the church had 
pon them. And lest the novice in New England history should 
think that the situation was unusual, it should be added tha t 
such scenes were common. Dr. Burton wasmlled upon in many 
nstances to attend such councils. Church discipline was 
7 Burton, op. cit., p. 232 . 
8 
necessary in order 11 to keep a church visibly clean and dis -
tinguish it as a city on a hill from the world."8 
II The village of Thetford Hill is at a crossroads. 
11 About the beginning of' the nineteenth century, the street 
1 running north and south had become part of the first post road 
\ through the town,and soon the first few folded letters without 
stamps had been brought in a saddlebag once a week. There 
was no regular stage over the Hill in 1819 and travelling was 
usually done on horseback. Most families followed time by 
means of a "noon mark" placed in some convenient place . 
Clocks were regarded as luxuries and were taxed. 
The street was crude with farm animals running about 
and fences were necessary around dooryards. The elm trees, w 
were later to become one of the gbries of the Hill, had not 
been planted, and if grass on the common was kept short, it 
was by the aid of the animals or with the help of the scythe. 
Passing along the street could be seen men in blue homespun 
frocks reaching to the knees . The men would be likely to be 
I guiding ox-teams of which there were 120 in the town• Horses 
were not common for farm labor as they were too small for the 
heavy work . The old brick ovens and the wide mouthed fire -
1 places were still in use . However, with fuel plentiful , good 
strong country food, plenty of cider and some rum, there was 
. I 8 Burton, .2.E• cit., p. 209 • 
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much comfort. Between n ational events relayed briefly in the 
weekly papers and by travelers at the tavern, the excitement of 
living together in the neighborhood and the church life, there 
was enough to keep minds active. 
Coming back to our starting point, the "remarkable 
group" which is about to begin a community school, we follow a 
map of the village and consider, one by one, the men and certai 
of their associates together with their homes. 9 Beginning at 
the northwest corner of the common, the first house was the home 
of Jedediah Buckingham. He had come from Lebanon, Connecticut, 
had built a substantial house shortly before 1800, and was 
probably a man of more general culture than any other in the 
town. He had graduated from Dartmouth College, read law in He-
bron, Connecticut, _and is said to have studied at the Inns of 
Court in London. He was constantly in town business, served in 
the legislature and was one of the incorporators of Middlebury 
College . He also owned a library from which he loaned books to 
his neighbors and nearby clergymen. In 1819, he was about 
sixty years of age. 
In 1817, Beriah Loomis was living in a little house whic 
has long ago disappeared. He had come from Tolland, Connecticut 
and was the occupant of the only house on the ~11 when the 
meeting house was placed there. He was a carpenter and had bui 
9 Mary B. Slade, "Slade Collection, 11 (collections of 
items pertaining to Thetford history, Thetford, Vermont), not 
paged. 
10 
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successively three homes for himself, and now, his large 
family scattered, he was residing in a little home. He had 
been a very active man, and as has been apparent, had a mind 
of his own. He had been a town representative six times in 
the Vermont early council of Censors and l ater on in the 
Governor's council. In 1791, he had been a member of the 
convention which had ratified the Constitution when Vermont 
was admitted to the Union. He had a hand in nearly everything 
that went on in town. 
Next stood the house of Joseph Reed. Judge Reed had 
come from Plymouth, New Hampshire, at the beginning of the cen-
tury and had been a successful and somewhat shrewd trader. He 
was apparently much interested in education and in legal 
affairs in the town. His career l argely paralleled thut of 
Beriah Loomis. At this time, imprisonment for debt of even 
trifling sums was the custom, and merchants who could not 
collect bills caused the debtors who had no land to be sent 
to jail, thus inflicting much misery on families. Records 
show that Judge Reed rofited largely by allowing book 
accounts to run beyond the ability of the debtor to pay. This 
was legal at the time and was common practice;but the 
practice was beinJ protested and the law was soon stricken 
from the books. It is said that he aided more than twenty 
young men to attend college. 
Continuing south, the Hopkins brothers occupied the 
11 
J 
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next house, the lower north half consisting of a store. 
Thomas, the one who concerns us, had been brought up in 
luxury in Hartford, Connecticut,where his family had been 
wealthy merchants. Through a series of unfortunate family 
troubles Thomas had been disinherited, and he had come to Thet~ 
ford to live with his brother, who was one of the early traders! 
. 
of Thetford. Thomas had not expected to earn a living but he 
found a definite place for himself in his new home, being much 
respected and having talents which were useful to the com-
munity. He was town clerk for many years as well as being 
Thetford's first postmaster. A portrait shows him to have 
been a man of gentleness and refinement. 
About 1815 two enterprising young men appeared on the 
Hill, apparently with some capital and certainly with business 
ability. Although the merchants of the Hill worked together 
in plans for benevolence, they seemed to have no hesitation 
in competing in business. The Hopkins store apparently had 
ceased to be important at this time, but Reed was still active 
and is said to have made a small fortune for this period. Now 
the newcomers built a store across the common, on the site of 
the present one (1948),which was to remain for a quarter of 
a century. 
Captain William Harris Latham, knovm as Harris, had 
come from Lyme, New Hampshire, across the river, where he had 
probably grown up in his father's prosperous trading business. 
12 
Dr. Thomas Kendrick, originally from Hanover, had married lj 
Captain Latham's sister. Thus, they were brothers-in-law and 
they proceeded to erect a house on a decidedly brotherly plan, 
a double one, stretching north and south rrom a central wall 
or partition. These men were in their early thirties and 
became prosperous and public-spirited villagers. 
Next stood the attractive story-and-a-halr cottage 
which Simeon Short purchased in 1819, although he had lived 
somewhere in the village ror several years. He had been ad-
mitted to Dartmouth College but had not been able to carry out 
his college course. He was rerined and scholarly and read law 
berore coming to Thetford, a college degree not then being 
necessary for admission to the bar. He was, perhaps because 
of his own deprivations, passionately devoted to education. 
Orange Heaton had originally owned much of the landon 
the Hill and some of the house lots had come from his tract. 
He h ad come from Swanzey, New Hampshire, at the beginning of II 
the Revolution. His father had become Captain of the Thetford 
Minutemen,and Orange, from the age of sixteen, had served 
under his father in various ways, chiefly as a guard on the 
river, where a continual watch had to be kept. He had now lost 
a son in the War of 1812 and had considerable trouble with Asa 
Burton. The result of this was excommunication from the 
Thetford church and he was therefore, outside the good graces 
of the church and Dr. Burton. 
13 
Pas s ing back to the north end of the village, James 
''Jhite lived where Beriah Loomis had originally settled. He haJ 
been the second householder to come to the Hill and seems to II 
have belonged to the cultiva ted group which settled there, 
apparently was not as interested in political affairs . He 
was for many years a justice of the peace and the treasurer 
of the town. He had come from Haverhill , ~assachusetts,and 
his able family testifies to his standing in the community. 
Two s ons graduated from Dartmouth College before the days of 
the Academy . Another attended the Dartmouth Medical School, 
and a daughter and granddaughter were successful teachers in 
the h cademy at a later date . 
The last resident of the Hill to be considered was the 
tavern keeper , Lyman Fitch, who had come with his parents 
from Cornish, New Hampshire in 1800. He had married a niece 
of Judge Buckingham and was an influential man in the town. 
Tavern keepers were important when travel was slow, and even 
small villages provided a lodging place . The host was 
usually a genial, intelligent man and able to hold his own 
with all sorts of people. News was exchanged at the tavern, 
auctions and other g atherings held, and there was a bar for , 
at this time, nearly all men drank hard liquor. Lyman Fitch 
had been in the Vermont militia, serving as a colonel, and had 
also attended the legislature. The tavern itself stood at 1 
the cross-roads. I 
F our of the original trustees of Thetford Academ 
14 
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live.d outside the vill age. One of these was 1Iilliam He aton, 
brother of Orange He aton, who had recently moved to Post Mills 
in the northern part of the town. He was justice of the peace I 
and a prosperous merchant there. II 
Dr . Elijah Hammond lived about three miles to the nor th-
west also in the part of the toym now known as Post Mills. He 
had his tr a ining at the Dartmouth l[edical School and not only II 
was a busy doctor but also served as town clerk for some years,, 
He was a trusted and influential man . 
Timothy Phelps Bartholomew lived in the extreme north-
east part of the town. He was justice of the peace and con-
cerned in many town activities . His father had been one of th~. 
early settlers and the first county surveyor. The son was 
said to have been discreet, and a guide and protector to the 
young. 
Asa Burton, the pastor, as we have said, lived about 
a mile e as t of the village on the farm which the town had 
given him. 
It is surprising to find that not one of these men 
was a native of Thetford but one must recall the comparative 
youth of the town. The older men had been pioneers and the 
11 ~rounger ones had built up a business or professional career 
in a town where religious opportunities were outstanding. 
They were all of Puritan stock and such f amilies were often 
attracted by a strong church. Some of these men also had 
15 
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contributed to the development of the st ate. 
Buckingham, Short, and Bartholomew were childless 
and we may therefore a ttribute to them devotion to education 
as a cause worthy of their service. Some of the other trustee 
had large families, the families of Latham and Kendrick alone 
contributing twenty-five children to the rolls of the new 
Academy . The men ·whom we have enumer a ted were all generally 
benevolent and eager to advance good causes. 
In some of the accounts of the early history of 
Thetford Academy , the impression is given that it was founded 
out of a "blue sky". But this was not the case. Rather, as 
was intimeted e arlier, it was a log ical outcome of certain 
conditions. The attempt shall be made to trace the gradual 
growth of the demand for better educational privileges in 
Vermont of v1hich Thetford was an integral part, keeping in 
mind that what happened in Vermont was but a segment of the 
national scene. 
The settlers of the New Hampshire Grants could not 
escape reminders of the desirability of schools. The New 
1 Hampshire charters, one of which established the tovm of 
Thetford in 1761, provided that one share in each town, con-
sisting of three hundred and fifty acres of land, vould be 
II sequestered for the support of the schools.10 Shortly after 
I 10 Albert S. Batcheller, editor, "The New Hampshire 
Grants; "State Papers of New Hampshire, Vol. 26. (Concord, 
N. H.; Edward N. Pearson Printer 1895 • 488 
Vermont decl sred its inde pendence in 1777, a plan for schools 
had been incorpor ated in the new constitution, the model for 
which h ad been the constitution of Pennsylvania, thus par-
taking of the political wisdom of William Penn and Benjamin 
Franklin.ll 
The Vermont plan was as follo7s: 
A school or schools shall be established in each 
town by the legislature, for the convenient instruc-
tion of youth, with such salaries to the masters, paid 
by each town, making proper use of school land in 
each town, thereby to enable them to instruct youth 
at low prices. One grammar school in e ach county, 
and one university in this state ought to be 
established by d irection of the Gener al Assembly.l2 
Of these three grades, only the first or lowest was 
mandatory, but the desirability of the two higher grades was 
definitely put before the people. Five years l ater, when the 
republic of Vermont began to grant new townships from her 
unoccupied territory, she reserved three rights in each town 
for the benefit of education, namely for an English school, 
for the county grammar schools throughout the state, and for 
a college within the state. 13 Thus again, was education 
brought to notice. 
11 John c. Huden, Development 2£ State School Adminis-
tration in Vermont (Burlington, Vermont: Free Press Printing 
Company,-r944), p. 16. 
12 wm. Slade . Jr., "Records and Documents," Vermont 
State Papers, 1779-1786. (Middlebury, Vermont, J. H. Copeland, 
Printer, 1823 ), p. 254 . 
13 Zadock Thompson, Geography ~ Geology 
(Burlington, Vermont: Chaunce Goodrich P.rinte 
17 
However, Thetford had anticipated these reminders, for 
a school is ment ioned in the proprietor's records of 1773 and 
was in the midst of the earliest clearing on the Connecticut 
river. No clue is g iven as to the authority under which it was 
built, but it was probably a community affair constructed of 
logs. This was Thetford 's earliest school, antedating the 
mandate of the first Vermont constitution. Further evidence 
of Thetford 's interest in educ ation is also shown by the fact 
that the pr oprietors of the town h ad offered two thousand 
acres of land to Eleazer \~eelock if he would construct the new 
college (Dartmouth) within the boundaries of the town. 
Because of war, the struggle for st ate independence 
and other difficulties, conditions in Vermont were chaotic 
until she was admitted to the Union, and the school laws, 
passed from time to time, were somewhat vague, being permissive 
rather than mandatory. Authorization was given to levy taxes 
for building school houses, to divide the town into school 
districts as the population increased, and to appoint or re-
move school masters. 
In 1786, a revision of the constitution placed the re-
sponsibility for elementary schools more completely on the 
towns. 14 Thus the sch ools of any tovm revealed the character 
and ambitions of its residents. The plan for a university was 
14 Ruden, op. ~., p. 20. 
18 
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omitted in this revision, but persisted in the minds of a few 
and in 1790, a charter was issued for the University of Vermont 
As a Burton of Thetford being one of the original trustees. Not 
until 1797 did the law prescribe the subjects to be taught in 
the district schools, and then they were only those in common 
practice, the three R's.l5 
Because the county did not assume much importance in 
the development of the st ate, the county grammar schools did 
not attain permanence, and tod ay only one remains, The early 
significance of a grammar school had been to prepare young men 
for college, chiefly by means of the grammar or rudiments of 
the Latin and Greek languages. It had been a common practice 
in Connecticut, from which place most of the Vermont settlers 
ad come,to grant land for such schools. But, by the time that 
Vermont was read. to grant charters to schools of higher grades 
than the common schools, private individuals had begun to 
associ a te for the purpose in their home towns. Thus it came 
about t hat the earliest one to be established in the state was 
not a c ounty school but a private academy established in 1780 
at Bennington under the name of Clio Ha11. 16 Between that 
date and the opening of Thetford Academy in 1819, a period of 
forty year s , twenty-eight schools were founded in the state 
15 Laws of the State of Vermont. Printed by Authority. 
(Rutland, Vermont, J. Fay, Printer, 1797), pp. 493-494 . 
16 Edward D. fi_ndrews ~'The County Grammar School~ and Academies of Vermont,;r Pro4e~d1n§s or th~ Vermont H1stor1ca1 Society , New Series, vol. • No. , tMontpei1er, vermont: 
Published b the Societv 1936 • 138. 
19 
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of which fourteen had the title of Grammar School, t welve of 
Academy and two had other names. Thus it will be seen that 
there was little difference between the academy and a county 
gramme~ school in the public mind . The one distinguishing 
ffeature, at first, was that a county grammar school had the use 
of the county lands but, as we shall see , Thetford Academy 
was given the use of a portion of the sequestered lands in her 
own county. 
Another fact th at tended to merge the basic ideas of 
these schools was th at the gramm~ r schools began to introduce 
fairly comprehensive English subjects. Shortly after 1800, we 
find the Addison County Grammar School offering "the several 
branches of reading writing, English Grammar ••• arithmetic, 
geography , history, surveying and navigation. 11 17 There was 
apparently little difference in the operation of the two types 
of institutions. In 1801, an article appe ed in the warning 
for the annual town meeting in Thetford to see if the town woul 
raise money to build a house for the county grammar school 
provided a grant of it could be obtained. This article was 
passed over in the meeting . There would have been little like-
lihood of obtaining the school, Thetford being located on the 
border of the county, but the idea of a school was stirring in 
the minds of some of the voters. 
Before 1800, there is slight reference anywhere to 
17 ~-, p. 146 
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female education. Girls were taught to read and 'vri te at home 
or in the district schools and that was t hought to be 
all they needed. Well-to-do parents sent their daughters to 
"select schools" but part of their training was directed 
toward such thing s as "hair work" or "painting on velvet". 
This persisted into the time of Thetford Academy as vdll 
appe ar. In 1800 Miss I d a Strong opened a Female Seminary in 
Middlebury, which was historic both in its own right and be-
cause of what follmved. It was considered the pioneer school 
of female educ ation in Vermont and was soon taken over by 
Emma Hart, who, as Emma ~ ill ard, l 8ter became famous as an 
advocate of higher ·education for women. 18 She had been able t 
follow the lessons of a college s tudent who lived in her family 
and when financial need led her to take over this school, she, 
with the encouragement of her husband, introduced advanced 
subjects and proved to her satisfaction tha t vomen were capable 
of carrying them. As Asa Burton and Judge Buckingham were 
early trustees of HJ.iddlebury, they frequently visit ed t he 
college and must h ave been f amiliar with Mrs. Willard's work. 
Of his ovm daughter, Dr. Burton said, 11 I meant to give her a 
better educ ation than is common.rrl9 
Co-education had been accepted in a modified form by 
1818 in some of the academies, but as late as 1816, boys and 
18 Andrews, op. cit., p. 155. 
19 Burton, op. cit., p. 91. 
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girls in Burlington , Vermont,were reciting separately while 
attending an academy , and girls were not called upon to 
declaim. It is evident that it was not generally expected 
that girls should attend in the winter . An article in the 
rtmerican Journal of Education , as 1 te as 1827 st ~tes that 
while exercise in the open air is a good thing, it is a 
privilege that is denied the female sex for at least two-thirds 
of the year. Rubber and plastics were unforseen conveniences 
and the "weaker sex" was, in contrast to :pioneer days, con-
sidered delicate. One reason was, probably, that the form of 
tuberculosis, known as consumption, was becoming a scourge and 
exposure was considered to be dangerous. Girls were admitted 
to Thetford Academy from the first, but it was years before the l 
studied the classics. The treasurer's reports show that they 
did not attend school in the winter term. 
Generally speaking, the district schools were inadequat 
and of unequal quality. There were but few young men or women 
who were qualified to teach, and no facilities for training 
them. The district school on Thetford Hill was established 
by 1798 and according to the records of the school district, 
a winter term of that year was taught by a member of the Heaton 
family. This particular family was an intelligent one and must 
1 
have supplemented at home the meager training of the to\vn 
schools. A winter term was usually made up of boys,while a 
summer term, usually taught by a woman, was for girls and small 
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children. At no time was attendance compulsory. 
The first school in the state with the title of Grammar 
School was granted in 1785 to Thetford's nearest neighbor on 
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the south, Norwich, in Windsor county. The building was 
located about twelve miles from the site of the future 
Thetford Academy, and it is barely possible that some Thet-
ford people attended it. Little can be found out about it 
since no records have survived. An academy, connected with 
Dartmouth College, existed early in Hanover but not con-
tinuously. Haverhill, New Hampshire, twenty-five miles from 
Thetford, had an academy in 1795, and Orford, eight miles away, 
was struggling to establish one as early as 1796. The lack of 
ready cash plus the distances involved, probably prevented 
Thetford students from attending these academies. 
The presence of Dartmouth College, twelve miles away, 
would be likely to add inspiration to any educational plans. 
There is, however, no indication that the college was consul-
ted The significance of an all-Thetford board of trustees is 
not clear after a century and a third. Very soon neighboring 
clergymen and laymen were added and, after fifteen years, 
Dart:nouth faculty members were named. The answer to this 
query may be that at the time, Dartmouth was going through 
a very difficult experience, in which it nearly lost 
20 Andrews, .££• cit., p. 207. 
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its charter, the case being finally settled in the Supreme 
Court of the United States. 
Before le aving this period, we have yet to consider 
in some detail, the circumstances under which two schools were 
founded in the imrnedi ·c, te vicinity and which undoubtedly made 
an impression upon the Thetford people. In considering the 
first one, we come back~ain to Asa Burton and his conviction 
that education and religion should go hand in hand. For the 
benefit of those who do not know the geography of the tmm, it 
should be stated that Thetford lies on the eastern border of 
Vermont and is separ ated from New Hampshire by the Connecticut 
River. In Vermont the county is Orange and the general name 
often used for the opposite region in New Hampshire, is Coos. 
Each side had its Association of Congregational Churches which 
w as active and influential. After some preliminary discussion 
among themselves, these two associ ations united in a meeting 
at Piermont, New Hampshir~ in 1811 and there resolved to 
establish an institution to be called the New Hampshire and 
21 Vermont Theological Seminary. 
Eventually the plan of the Orange-Coos Associations 
changed. A theological seminary had recently been opened in 
Andover, Massachusetts, the first in the United States, and 
the clergymen realized th r t the need in the upper Connecticut 
21 Samuel Swift, The Adviser (Middlebury, Vermont: 
T . c . Strong, Printer, 1811-12, Vols. 3-4), pp. 283-284. 
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valley was not a theological institution, but a school which 
could prepare future clergymen for college. Lack of unanimity 
caused them to call on help from outside the area, and on 
October, 1812, an ecclesiastical council was held at ~indsor, 
Vermont, to which were invited delegates from the Massachusett 
and Connecticut Congregational Associations . 22 There were als 
deleg a tes from the faculty from the nerly organized Andover 
Seminary and from Dartmouth College. President Timothy Dwight 
of Yale University delivered the sermon. No full record of thi 
meeting has been found, but it likely that a full discussion 
of such education took place . 
Several sites were discussed as the site for the new 
school and it was finally decided to place it at Meriden, 
New Hampshire , because Daniel Kimball of that vill age offered 
a substantial sum of money. Union had already been suggested 
as a name, and now the benefactor's name was added, making it 
Kimball Union Academy . Trustees were elected, among whom was 
Asa Burton who was made president of that body by a ballot. 
The school was opened in January, 1815 with seven y oung men who 
had the ministry in view. 
It is significant that from the first the Thetford 
church and its affiliated societies contributed to the support 
of the I eriden school. The distance from Thetford is about 
22 Samuel Swift, The Adviser, Vols. 5-6 (Middlebury, 
Vermont: T . c. Strong, Printer, 1812), p. 19. 
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twenty- five miles and the contributions were delived annually 
by messenger, sometimes by Dr . Burton, Judge Buckingham, or 
Judge Short. 
Six months after the opening of Thetford Ac ademy, Dr. 
Bur.ton resigned as president of the Meriden tru stees but con-
tinued another year as a member of the bo ard . It is evident 
that t he connection betwe en the t wo academies was close, and 
it is likely th&t As a Burton had hoped to h ave the e ar lier '!.t.hool 
loc ated at Thetford. But in 1815, Thetford was in no con-
dition to compete with Meriden and Daniel Kimball . 
Another educ ational project was in the making ne arby, 
about which there is less early inform~tion availabl~ than is 
the case with Kimb all Union . The American Literary, Scientific 
and Military Academy was founded at about this time in Norwich, 
loc ated immedi ately south of Thetford. The founder was Alden 
Partr idge who was born and reared in that town. He was a 
gradu ate of Dartmouth and the newly organized "ifest Point 
Military Academy. 23 Partridge was an e duc ational refor mer, 
far ahead of his time, and there were prosperous men in Nor-
wich who had helped to finance the school, all of whom would 
be known in Thetford. The plant was impres s ive, being a four 
story buildi ng with forty-two rooms, the corner s tone of which 
was l aid six months after Thetford Academy opened. 
23 Andrews, ££• cit . , p. 196 . 
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The ideas of Partridge were radical for the time. 
Fundamentally, they approached the modern conception of 
training for life. The schoo~however, was known as a military 
academy , and was the beginning of the present Norwich 
University at Northfield, Vermont . The courses included the 
languages, literature and science. They were designed to 
prepare students for all colleges. It also included agricul -
ture which was unusual. 
Physical training was an important p art of the school's 
program and music was included, a band being organized the 
first year. Religion was also emphasized. Partridge was 
evidently interested in preparing students to take an effective 
part in everyday life. He felt tha t the greatest number of 
people should be educated, another modern concept. 
The founding of the Norwich school at this time is 
another indication of the desire in the region for better 
educational advant ages . Surely, the founding of Thetford 
Academy was not 11 out of a blue sky". 
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CHAPTER II 
THE FOUNDING OF ~HE SCHOOL 
It is apparent that the time was ripe for establishing 
a school at Thetford . The gr owing demand for education, "the 
age of benevolence", the character of the men on Thetford Hill 
and the needs of large families made it lo g ical that some pro-
vision should, if possible, be made for study beyond the 
three R 1 s. High Schools had not appeared and an academy or 
seminary was the only answer. 
. . . . . . . . . . 
As has been indicated, the desire had probably been in 
the minds of a few Thetford people for several years and needed 
someone to take the initiative. According to tradition and 
to Slatter, Simeon Short was the one who did so. In 1817, he 
was a vigorous man of 31 , the youngest of the group, who knew 
at first hand the situation at Meriden Academy . That school 
existed at the time as a preparatory school for incipient 
clergymen and it is probable that Short saw the need for a 
school that would meet the needs of other types of young people. 
e was living in 1875 and told the tale of the founding to 
he Reverend Carlos Slafter . Judge Short was then in his 
ighty-ninth year , and it was not until twenty years l a ter tha t 
,,~ . Slafter wrote the historical paper of 1894. Part of this 
tudy is based on this paper, some of the st atements being 
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modified in the light of later research. 
The story goes that, having delivered a contribution 
to Kimball Union, Judge Short, on the way home, came to the 
conclusion that Thetford should have a school of her own 
instead of supporting one outside the town and state. The 
more he considered the needs of Thetford and the neighboring 
towns, the spirit of the inhabitants and the advantages of 
such a school, the more earnest and hopeful he became. 
According to 1ilr. Slafter, he took tea that evening with Judge 
Buckingham who was enthusiastic and they, together, at once 
called upon Judge Loomis and Colonel Fitch who appr oved the pl, . 
Dr. Burton, Judge Reed and Latham and Kendrick were seen the 
next day. A meeting was held th at evening in Judge Bucking-
1 ham's office and a subscription was begun at once. 
Mr . Slafter places these meetings in August , 1818, 
and says that the Academy opened six months from that date. 
But an account, kept by Lyman Fitch has come to light which 
proves that the meetings were held at least one year earlier. 
Space is given to the argument which established this change 
in date because many copies of the Slafter address are in the 
hands of alumni and their descendants. 
It has not been difficult to trace the path of 
1 John Eaton , editor, Thetford Academy Seventy-Fifth 
Anniversary and Reunion . (Concord, New Hampshire: Republican 
Press Association , 1895), pp. 21-22. 
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Mr . Sl af'ter's reasoning back to his original premise. In the 
records of Kimball Union Academy , the last contribution 
delivered personally by Judge Short was , as Slafter st ates, in 
August of 1818, and it is assumed that this was the date o: 
Short 's decision . But the Fitch paper shows that work was 
be gun on the Academy buildings in the preceding March. Record 
show that the contributions were usually delivered in August, 
which would place the tea party at least as early as August , 
1817, a year and a half before the opening of the school. As 
a matter of fact, records show that Thetford benevolence 
societies continued to contribute to Kimball Uni on cademy 
af'ter the Thetford building was begun, although not by Simeon 
Short 's hand. And we have seen thut Asa Burton continued to 
act as president of the two boards at the same time. 
It is not quite logical to think that six months would 
have been enough time to accomplish all that had to be done 
with the means at hand. It seems likely that the original 
foundersspent many weeks in the fall and winter of 1817 and 
1818 in planning and when e arly spring came, they were ready to 
proceed . The Fitch paper tells us some of the activities. 2 
Fitch began March 31, 1818, felling timber with the help of 
his brother Bela, and a boy, Daniel Titcomb. Following this, 
2 Mary B. Slade, 11 Sl9..de Collection, 11 (collection of 
items pertaining to Thetford history, Thetford, Vermont) , n. p . 
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he was occupied in hewing timber, and in April he used his 
oxen, presumably to haul timber to the Hill . By April fourth, 
he had "989 feet of long lumber" which he valued at ~~4. 75, 
and by the sixth, he began "placing timber to frame". His 
charge for his own daily labor was $1.50, for Daniel 67¢, and 
3 for his oxen 66¢. 
W~ . Slafter says that there was much enthusiasm in 
carrying forward the enterprise . There is a Thetford tra-
dition that a member of the Bond family brought the first pece 
of timber early in the morning on the appointed day to the 
site of the building. On the Fitch paper are items of work 
done at a mill, boards and slit work , the latter being the ear 
form of lath. Many wooden pins had probably been made by hand 
in the winter, and gradually the timber would be accurately 
measured, gouged, and holes bored for receiving pins . The 
foundation having been constructed, the sills would be laid, 
the sides and ends put together on the ground, and when the 
day for the "raising" came, strong men would raise them by stout 
spiked poles until they slipped into place. Timber was much 
larger than that used today and raising it with primitive tools 
called for much skill and judgment. 
The great raising, according to the Fitch paper , was 
May 28, 1818, and a day to be remembered. No particulars of 
3 Ibid., n. p. 
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of this raising have been preserved, but we know what such 
occasions were like. There would be a l arge gathering of 
people in a gala mood, who unitedly would hold their bre ath 
as each section slid into place and then fun and some carousin 
would break forth. At the time it was the custom to provide 
rum which was the favorite beverage for most men . It is safe 
to guess that practically every family in town was represented 
and there were probably many from the surrounding areas . 
Colonel Fitch records no work in June, July, and 
August. All the me n were farmers and the growing season in 
Thetford is short. Others, however, may have worked during 
that time. In September, Fitch is again occupied with the 
' "finishing work" on the building . 
Because of the destruction of the secretarial records 
in 1843, the identity of all the original trustees is not 
known . The earliest documentary evidence is a deed of the 
site of the building dated June 20, 1818, which is about eight 
months before the opening. 4 This deed names as "Committee of 
Trust", Joseph Reed, William He aton, and Thomas Kendrick. The 
next evidence is shown on the petition for a charter, dated 
October 29 , 1819, about eight months after the opening.5 The 
petition n ames nine men , the Reverend Doctor Asa Burton , Judge 
4 Thetford Land Records, Thetford , Vermont . Book 10, 
p . 205 . 
5 Thetford Academy, "Secretary's Book B", 1844-1883 , 
p . 2. 
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Buckingharp., Reed, uVilli am He aton, l~ itch, Kendrick , Short, 
Hammond , and Bartholomew. rlhis group could add to its numbers 
until the whole of the members of the corpor 'ltion d 1 d not 
exceed fifteen . Sl after adds tent atively Thomas Hopkins, 
James White, and Capt a in Latham who were on a l ater list but 
we have no proof thPt they were the original members. It is 
significant , ho "l'ever, th: t the first deed to the 11 Cornrnittee 
of Trust" was witnessed by Simeon Short and Thomas Hopkins and 
Beriah Loomis was the Justice of the Peace. Loomis, hO''rever, 
had died before the charter was signed. It is possible tha t f 
some reason the petition for the charter was not signed by all 
the trustees. 
Asa Burton states in his reminiscences that upon the 
founding of the Academy, he was chosen president of the 
trustees, and we kno·w that Judge Buckingham was the e arliest 
treasurer as his records exist. We do not know the name of 
the first secretary. Thomas Hopkins was secret ary in 1827, 
and it can be assumed that he had this position from the start . 
Mr . Slafter does not mention the site of the building 
which was, of course, an initial necessity . Orange Heaton 
gave the land. The deed reads 11for and consider ation of the 
advantages and benefits derived from education to myself and 
heirs and to society ••• for the use and benefit of an 
Academy to be erected in Thetford • • • for the above purposes 
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and f or no other forever." 6 The gr antees in this deed were 
the members of the Committee in Trust , mentioned e :~1ier . 
Two yedrs l ater, a · second deed was executed "to the trustees, 
presumably to insure legality of the former transaction. 7 The 
deed conveyed only the land on which the building actually 
stood, forty by sixty feet in area, le aving no standing room 
for labor or repairs. YJhile nothing could h ave been more 
cordial than the written conditions of Heaton 's gift to the 
Academy, his unhappy relationship with Burton and the church 
must have entered into the picture to some degree . 
In 1820 the trustees petitioned the legislature for 
the use of the grammar school Jand, and the petition helps to 
visualize these first days: 
Your petitioners ••• have at the expense of 
nearly two thousand dollars erected and completely 
furnished a large, commodious and elegant building for 
the use of a School situated near the said Town of 
Thetford and furnished the same with an expensive 
Bell and have by their individual exertions, instituted 
therein and maintained for ne arly t r~ ye ars, a School 
under able instructor and assistant. 
There is no known representation of the building before 
the early 1 40 1 s, but we may safely conclude that the woodcut on 
page represents the building of 1818 . The smaller building 
I at the left was, of course, not in existence at that time. 
'1---
pp . 5-6. 
6 Thetford Land Records, ££• cit., p . 205 . 
7 Thetford Land Records, Thetford, Vermont, Book 11, p.l 
8 Thetford Academy , rrsecretary Book B" (1844-1883), 
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''IJhile its claims to being l arge and elegant may be exaggerated , 
still it was rightly highly v alued by the residents . It was 
their own creation and their own possession, and affection for 
the 11 old Academy" was often expressed down to its last days in 
1942 when it was destroyed by fire . The cupola, at the time, 
was certainly the most elegant object in the village, the 
meeting house then having no steeple . The half circle in the 
front gable was a touch tha t was common on the houses of the 
period, and the pole, topped by a ball, was wholly uni que . 
The bell, was an asset and someone testified to Mr . Slafter 
that it "rang cheerily to convoke the school on that bright 
frosty morning of February 8th, 1819. 9 Slafter also states 
that the bell was used for thirty-five years to call people 
to church. 
There could be no s~~ool , however, until there was a 
principal, or preceptor, as he was called at that time. Much 
depended upon the choice of the f irst one and here we again 
see the hand of Dr . Burton . He apparently knew just the right 
man and he would have been certain that the candidate would 
be 11 orthodox". The school was to have a marked religi ous at -
mosphere and it did for many years. 
The Reverend John Fitch had been p astor of a church in 
Danville, Vermont . He had been a man of some prominence in 
9 Eaton, op. cit., p . 25 . 
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the General Convention of Congregational Ministers of Vermont . 
He had been associated with Burton in the editorship of the 
Adviser , and had been a member of the committee to write a 
constitution for Kimball Union Academy . He had been born in 
Hopkinton, Massachusetts, and had graduated from Brown Univer-
sity. His first wife, Sally Magoon, whom he married in Dan-
ville, died in 1821 . He took for a second wife Lydia Loomis 
Palmer, a daughter of Beriah Loomis of Thetford . 
One of the first acts of John Fitch, after settling 
down in Thetford, was to purcha se of Orange Heaton, three acres 
and ten rods abutting the academy building on the south and 
east sides. Upon this he built a small house south of the 
Academy and near the road. Two years later, on the same date 
of Orange Heaton 's second deed, Reverend Fitch conveyed to the 
trustees for $1.00, strips of land ten feet in width ad-
joining the south and east sides of the Academy building, which 
was a friendly gesture .10 The north side had no legal room 
for repairs for many years, and the wes t side bordered on the 
highway. 
Passing to the affairs of the school, no catalogues 
are known to have been issued during the six years of Mr. 
Fitch 's incumbency. However, from the Vermont Journal of 
May 7, 1822 , we learn that the summer quarter will begin on 
10 Thetford Land Records, Thetford, Vermont, Book 11, 
p . 20. 
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June 3 under the care of Rev. John Fitch . A female assistant 
was to be employed during the summer and fall quarter. She 
was to instruct the young ladies in the various branches of 
drawing, painting, French, history, and useful and polite 
literature. From this notice and the meager items in the 
treasuer's records, the situation may be fairly well con-
structed. There were four terms or "quarters" in a year, a 
custom which persisted for more than fifty years. The term 
was the unit, and students spoke of having attended school a 
certain number of terms r ather than years. The subjects 
advertised for young ladies show that ornamental branches were 
considered desirable for them, and it also appears that specia 
attention was paid to young ladies in the warm months . The 
treasurer's book states that there were English branches for 
which tuition was two dollars a quarter and eight dollars for 
languages necessary for admission to college. 
Reverend Fitch had had experience in preparing young 
men for college and Slafter states that he prepared twelve 
during his stay at Thetford. If about that number were ·pre-
pared during six years, it would seem that there were not 
regular classes for them, but that students, perhaps one or tw 
at a time, went on as rapidly as they could. College re-
quirements at the time demanded a thorough grounding in Latin 
and Greek as well as English and mathematics. Candidates 
were usually required to undergo an oral examination as well. 
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Slafter estime_tes that there were about fifty students 
in attendance during the first year . 11 The amount of tuition 
taken in was $42 2 .00 . 12 Reverend ' Fitch 1 s salary was $300 .00 
with ~p30 . 00 added for house rent. There was probably some 
revenue from the county lands. If everend Fitch 's salary 
seems small to modern readers, it should be remembered that 
As a Burton never received more than ~$283 . 00 per annum. The 
preceptor had some land on which to keep stock and have a 
garden . He was also in the militia and was exempt from a part 
of his taxes. Presents of food and produce were probably give 
him from time to time. 
The petition for the county lands shows that there 
was an as s istant the first year. It is very possible that his 
wife , Sally, served in· that capacity. The records show that 
a Miss Amy Smith was paid ~105.50 in 1820. Sl after quotes a 
pupil of :.Iiss Smith's as saying she was "a refined lady and a 
good teacher. trl3 At Thetford she taught the ornamental 
branches and remained on the Hill for about three years. Later 
she opened a private school for girls in \ oodstock, Vermont . 
'le h ave seen that a variety of benevolent societies had 
been widely organized. One form had been educational societies 
which aided young men, especially those who planned to enter 
11 Eaton , ££• cit., p. 24 . 
12 Thetford Academy , ~reasurer 's Record, 1818-1878 , p.2 
l3 Eaton, 10~· cit., p. 25 . 
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the mini stry . That there was one and possibly more in town is 
plain . Judge Buckingham carries an account of contributions 
made for charity students by the Charitable Female Society 
and by the Female Cent Society. The latter was a common form 
of benevolence at the time and there were branches in the 
churches of New England. The congregation and church also gave 
each year sums of money, varying from $ 36 .00 to $4o.oo. The 
recipients of these benevolences seemed to h ave been only those 
who were preparing for college and no aid is recorded for young 
women. The treasurer's book contains a list of charity student • 
The earliest item in the Thetford church records re-
garding the Academy is in December , 1819, two months before the 
opening, when a meeting was held "ye object of which was to 
adopt ye best plan to raise money for ye extension of Christ's 
Kingdom throughout ye wor ld."14 It was voted to have a con-
tribution the first sabbath in each month , every alternate one 
to be for the education of pious young men at the Academy in 
Thetford fitting themselves for college and the ministry . Con-
tributions were divided among several students at first, but in 
1822, it was voted to support a student for one ye ar, thus 
concentrating their contributions and perhaps increasing them . 
Subscriptions were'to be paid in -grain, clothing, board, or 
money . Captain Latham was to be the agent to receive and use 
14 Congregational Church, Thetford, Vermont, Church 
Records, 1778-1832, p. 84 . 
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the sever a l articles . A committee, including the preceptor 
and Asa Burton, was to select the proper person. 
Otis Hovey of Thetford was chosen and then ten months 
l ater the church voted to support him until he was ready for 
college. They were to pay his board, supply him with the 
necessary books, pay his tuition and whatever else he might 
need. Subsequent votes continued the aid. Edmund Otis Hovey 
is one of the brightest stars in Thetford Academy 's history. 
Hovey graduated from Dartmouth College in 1828 and f rom 
Andover Seminary in 1831. He was ordained to go into the 
western country with a roving commission, becoming a pioneer 
missionary in Fountain County, Indian~where there was neither 
meetinghouse, school or newspaper. He organized four churches, 
day schools, promoted newspapers and the Wabash presbytery of f ur 
ministers. In 1832, he was instrumental in forming a college 
at Crawfordsville , Indiana. Sixteen acres of land was given 
for the school. The records state that Hovey and his asso-
ciates drove a stake and knelt in prayer in the snow to dedi -
cate the institution to God . And thus 1.7abash College was 
begun. Mr. Hovey was a trustee and a member of the faculty for 
the remainder of his life and Dartmouth College at its cen-
tennial, granted him the degree of Doctor of Divinity. 
Other young men , who were aided by the Academy chari-
table funds, were Roger Howard and Isaac Hosford . Howard 
became an Episcopal clergyman after graduating from Dartmouth. 
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Later, he became president of Norwich University and also 
served in various New England churches as rector. Hosford 
also graduated from Dartmouth College and became a 6ongrega-
tional clergyman, developing a church at the village of North 
Thetford which sprang up after the railroad came through. 
The student who became the most widely known was 
Justin S. Morrill , representative in six successive Congresses, 
and a Senator for many terms. He is known as the "father of th 
agricultural colleges. "15 Morrill was a Str-afford boy and did 
not attend college , but had much practjcal experience in 
business. He had many interests and was influential in pro-
viding public buildings in 1.11iashington, especially the Con-
gressional Library. 
But despite the record of preparation of young men for 
college, there were probably less than three a year during the 
preceptorship of Fitch. It was not until later that the thesis 
proved that education was for all and that life, no matter what 
occupation was followed, should have many doors opened and 
should be as rich as possible. College was still for the 
"professional group". 
From the few bits of testimony about the young ladies 
of Thetford Academy , it seemed that they held their own in the 
school, though no record of college training had yet appeared. 
15 Eaton, op. cit., p. 119. 
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Many years l ~ ter Judge Short, spe~~ing of the founding 
of the school said in an address , "By all our citizens, they 
were considered proud days for our little village and to~n and 
it was believed the foundation was laid for an institution 
that would shed a moral and intellectual loveliness over 
our society, and would influence its character through all 
time. 1116 
All in all, Thetford Academy was off to a good start 
and was shedding some of the "loveliness" which Judge Short had 
expected. The first families we e patronizing the school and 
were seeing to it that young people of all types of families 
were sharing in its advantages. Reading between the lines, it 
is plain that the school was holding a place in the life of 
the town and region and was likely to remain in this position 
for some time to come. 
16 Mary B. Slade, op. cit., n. p. 
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CHAPTER III 
EARLY HISTORY 
The departure of John Fitch in 1825 marks a change in 
the method of administr ~ tion which profoundly affected the 
school for almost a century. Jhile on the whole the school 
prospered, such continuity of educational policy as there had 
been disappeared . This will be understood when we state that 
during the following period of eighteen years, there were fif -
teen men in the preceptor's chair, each man with his own ideas 
varying according to his maturity and experience. 
The underlying reason for the frequent changes was that 
teaching had not yet become a profession. It was a chance 
occupa tion and nowhere was training to be had. Men attended 
college with the intention of becoming clergymen or lawyers and 
sought teaching as a means of e arning money to further their 
education or to fill time before finding a professional opening 
Even college presidents were usually clergymen first . 
This frequently meant thnt a young man, taking such a 
position as Thetford Academy offered him, was young and in-
experienced. He was likely, also, to be unmarried and had no 
incentive to establish a home nor would he have the aid in 
running the school that a wife could provide. The wives of the 
principals of this period bore great responsibility and some -
times deeply affected the lives of the students. In this 
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respect the situation ras, and still is, quite different from 
that of a modern high school. 
=ven a reasonable amount of continuity, however, would 
be interrupted by the custom of considering the term as a unit 
Courses were slow in appearing and probably could not have 
been sustained by the students because of their poverty and th l 
irregularity of their attendance. It was a c ommon occurence 
for them to work for several months to earn money enough for 
one term of "schooling" . College students were follo:ving the 
same procedure. Records show that during the early years of 
the school, students sometimes attended for half a term, 
usually for study of English. 
A change in the financial policy also affected per -
manence adversely . It will be recalled that John Fitch was 
paid a stated salary. He knew what to expect and the 
trustees knew what they must pay him. If the school was small 
the preceptor must still be paid . Beg inning with the summer 
term of 1825, there is no indication of money paid a principal 
for sever a l many years . The records are ambiguous but, as no 
tuition is recorded, it is apparent that the principal re-
tained it and paid his own expenses. For all intents and 
purposes, he "rented" the Academy . This was the custom in 
other schools of the time. This method did, of course have 
the merit of relieving the trustees of much work, especially 
in bookkeeping. It is common knowledge that the country man , 
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particularly the f armer, did not often bother to keep accurate 
accounts, and the Academy accounts are conspicuously casual. 
This new plan brought many difficulties to the pre-
ceptors and various ways were used to lessen them. Often the 
, ife was preceptress . The preceptor 's family would board the 
teachers and a number of students, provided he found a home . 
At this time, there was no provision for a preceptor's home 
and records show that they sometimes bo arded in a private home. 
This meant that a cash outlay would have to be paid out. 
The successor of John Fitch was Car los Smith . He had 
been out of college for three years and had had teaching 
experience. Smith stayed two years and seems to h ave been a 
worthy successor to Rev. Fitch . He employed his sister as 
preceptress during that t'ime. Later, he became a successful 
clergyman in Ohio. There are no records of any kind available 
for t h ose two ye ars. 
In the absence of secretarial records, it is fortunate 
that five c atalogues from this period still ex ist. They re-
present the years 1827, '28,'35, 1 39, and 1 42. Th~ t of 1827 is 
the earliest known, one copy of which is in the 'fidener Lihary 
at Harvard University . A photostatic copy is available and an 
analysis of it will be worthwhile, giving the earliest view of 
the school at work . 
The school was then in its ninth year and the preceptor 
was Abram Marsh. He was a Dartmouth gradua te and had prepared 
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for college under John F itch. According to Slafter, i'Iarsh 
"was a man of dignified and ministerial mien and the school 
prospered under his care. ul 
The list of trustees is an imposing one if their l a ter 
accomplishments could be noted in detail. There was Rev. 
Charles 1.Vhite, a step-son of Asa Burton . He had been engaged 
as as s istant to Dr . Burton at the Thetford church. He later 
became president of Wabash College in Ohio. Baxter Perry, an 
able young minister in Lyme, New Hampshire,was another in-
teresting trustee. His family included at least two college 
professors as well as Dr. Lewis Perry who was t o become a 
famous principal at Phillips Exeter Academy. There are others 
but these will illustr a te the nature of the trustees of the 
period. 
The prospectus states that: 
The present systematic and thorough course of 
education pursued in this Institution, induces the 
Trustees to hope for Public confidence and a liberal 
and merited patronage. Its increasing prosperity, 
since the services of the present Instructors have 
been secured, is no small recommendation of its 
character. The v a luable chemical lectures by Dr . 
Palmer, and its other advantages, it is believed, 
render this school, one of the first order. The 
various branches of Classical and English education 
are taught; Latin and Greek languages; Reading, 
Composition and Decaamation once in two weeks , 
Geography with instruction on the Globes; Mathematics; 
Rhetoric; Natural and Uoral Philosophy,;J Chemistry and 
Astronomy; together with Painting on velvet and paper, 
and fine 1eedle work , Lace etc •••• The winter 
1 John Eaton, editor, Thetford _Academy , Seventy- Fifth 
Anniversar Reunion (Concord, New Hampshire: He publican 
• 
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term will begin on the lOth of December . The 
summer term of the female department will c ommence 
on the lOth of May next , under the care of Miss 
Poole . 2 
Of the seventy- one students listed, thirty-four were 
of Thetford, and fourteen others were from nearby towns . Ten 
young men were preparing for college . An evidence of adult 
education, so much stressed in modern days, is the fact tha t 
the chemical lectures were available to persons outside the 
school. 
The catalog of 1827 expands slightly . There was an 
assistant preceptor , Charles Hopkins, son of the postmaster 
who prepared under John Fitch for college . There are no 
records for 1832, '33 , or '34, but we know from Slafter tha t 
in 1832 and 1833 , the preceptor was James Kent Shipherd, whose 
short career has interest . He came while still a member of th 
sen:ia> class at Middlebury College, and was indirectly the 
occasion of an exodus from Thetford which took sever a l of the 
most promising families to the '.'Vest. At this time, his bro-
ther, John J . Shipherd, was engaged in collecting suitable 
persons to join in founding a colony in sparsely settled Ohio 
with the purpose of developing a Christian school which was 
to be extremely liberal in its precepts . Among them was 
included the education of women and colored students. The 
school became Oberlin College and the story is one of the 
2 Thetford Academy, "catalogue of 1827" (photostatic 
in Archives of Thetford Academy) . 
47 
most romatic among the many migrations to the Vest.3 
James Shipherd died early in 1834 at Thetford, after 
a brief illness which was evidently "consumption" . Slafter 
says he was much lamented. 4 
The next extant catalogue is f or 1835, and Jonas 
Deforest Richards is the preceptor in charge. There were then 
one hundred and thirty-four different students . Nineteen were 
in the classic a l division . Two ladies were taking Latin, per-
haps the earliest ones to do so. 
There is a notable addition to the curriculum. The 
catalog states tha t 11 special pains are bestowed on such as 
are qualifying themselves to teach, and f amiliar instructions 
are g iven respecting the conduct and g overnment of schools."5 
Mr. Richards assumed charge of the school in the spring of 1834 
and, as he had a lready had some experience in teaching, he 
perhaps introduced teacher-training at that time. 1/e recall 
that in 1829 Samuel Reed Hall of Concord, Vermon~ had pub-
lished the f irst professional book in America for teachers, 
and six years earlier had established what is considered 
the first "!raining school for teachers. 6 The American Journal 
3 Robert s. Fletcher, A History of Oberlin College 
(Vol. 1, Oberlin, Ohio: R . R . -nonnelly and Sons Co ., 1943), 
p. 74. 
( Mont 
4 Eat on, op. £!!., p . 31 . 
5 Thetford Academy, "Catalogue of 1835 11 • n. p . 
of Vermon 
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of Education had also been founde d in 1826 and was taking an 
active pa rt in introducing new ideas into the field. Mr. 
Richards was therefore abreast of the newest theories. It is 
possible though, that James Shipherd had begun the teacher-
tr aining a t Thetford cademy because he came from a well 
educated family. One of the marked characteristics of Thetfor 
Academy had been the lgrge number of teachers it has pro-
duced, and it is historically important to find tha t the 
school provided conscious training for them so e arly. 
Mr . Richards carne to 'l'hetford while he was a Junior 
at Dartmouth College, and finally made ministry his life work. 
Slafter says, "He managed the school admirably and did much to 
elevate its character and give it becoming dignity . 11 7 
The catalog of 1835 is brief and without detail. It 
decl ared tha t the institution was in a highly prosperous 
condition, and that every attempt was being made to better 
equip the science depcrtment. S lafter says that in 1836, 
I~ . Pierce prepared five men for Dartmouth College. 
The catalogue of 1839 was the first to announce the 
tuitions. Now, twenty years after the founding, the English 
branches were $ 3.00, a 50% increase; Latin and Greek were 
~3.50, an advance of 16%, and French and drawing were extra. 
These prices were for the term or qu. rter . It is difficult 
7 Eaton, op. cit., p. 32 . 
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at the present day to realize that the term was the complete 
unit of work. Many students c ame for only a single term, and 
some attended sever al academies during the course of their 
education. The memoriter sy stem was almost exclusively used 
and continued to be followed for many years. 
Selections from the "gener al remarks" of this c ata-
logue will give an insight to the atmosphere which surrounded 
t he students, as well as the literary style of the day. 
Familiarity with Judge Short's style points to the probability 
that he was the author. 
Rarely i s the influence of a few virtuous, in-
telligent and enterprising citizens, in a young 
community appreci ated; an influence, which though 
silent, i s ever deepening and widening , like a 
circling wave on the smooth waters ••• With a f ew 
such men, in the first settlement of this town, 
Providence blest these people; mrnt of them have 
gone home to their reward. Early they establishe d a 
Literary Institution, where t~eir sons and daughters 
mi ght receive that intellectual and moral culture, which 
should fit them to wield an important influence in 
advancing the cause of educ ation and religion. • • 
Tha t it may continue to merit, and thus secure their 
continued pa tronage, and ye ar l y send f orth franits halls 
those, whose names thousands shall bless, wi ll be 
the constant, and untiring exertions of those, into 
whose hands its interests are committed •••• The 
advant ages of this Institution, situated in the 
midst of an intelligent and virtuous community, 
wholly removed from those scene s of dissapation, 
which too often allure the young people from the 
path of recti~ude, are too well kno,vn, to need a 
recital here. 
Eliezer '11arsh, a graduate of 1v iddlebury College was 
8 Thetford Academy, "C atalog of 1839tt. 
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preceptor , rem a:ining for a ye.rr and a half. He was one of 
the few early ones who made teaching his life work . His work 
at the Academy was highly praised. The c atalogs that he put 
out in 1839 also state that public examinations vere to be 
held at the close of each term. This is the first allusion 
to this form of examination at the school but was probably 
an earlier custom there. 
The next available catalog, the one of 1842, sho·ws 
some significant changes, one being an indication of courses 
being offered. There were still four terms, but it was 
announced that the time devoted to the classical department 
would ordinarily be three years. A systematic course of 
English studies had also been adopted with reference to those 
who might wish to accomplish a sound education without in-
terruption. To quote from the catalog, "It is hoped that 
the advantages of such an arrangement will be sufficiently 
obvious to all to produce a "general conformity. 119 A list of 
textbooks and their authors was also given, thus further empha 
sizing this trend. Previously, as far as can be ascertained , 
textbooks were not prescribed in all courses at the Academy 
and mention is often made for the students to bring with them 
such books as they may have . 
The principal was John Stanyan, a DB.Itnouth graduate . 
9 Thetford Academy, "Catalogue of 1839", p. 9. 
'"'c:tnn Univt-'""'ity 
School of Educa t on 
L.' rar ..--
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His assistant was Simeon Short and, for a few weeks, Edmund 
Slafter . F or the first time, music is included in the sub-
jects offered, in the form of piano lessons. However, music , 
had been a part of the school activities for many years. Thetj 
ford people had studied under Lowell Mason, a famous teacher 
of tha t subject in Boston , Mas sachusetts, and his methods 
were probably used at the Academy from time to time. But the 
school did not prosper under Stanyan because he soon became 
interested in the legal profe ssion, the school hold ing a 
secondary place in his thoughts. 
In the midst of this period of eighteen years, an 
effort was made to raise money for the school, which was, as 
far as we k now, the first such effort since the founding. 
The resolution by the trustees in January, 1835, is preserved 
in a little r~covered book, and its guarded language g ives us 
a view of their needs. Twenty-five hundred dollars was to be 
raised to aid in the operation of the school, purchase needed 
equipment, repair the buildings, payment of instructors, and 
to g ive aid to needy students. Ei ght hundred and sixty-seven 
dollars was to be raised in one year, and the r emainder in 
three to f ive years . 
I The little red book shows that a um amounting to 
slightly less than ~1400.00 was raised a t the time. Aid came 
I from the prominent Thetford families as well as from Hanover 
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and the Dartmouth faculty. It appears that the scheme used 
was to secure annual contributions from as many people as 
possible, interest being charged on individual notes. There 
were no savings banks and it was an ingenious way to secure 
an income. The catalog of 1835 announced th at the Academy 
had more equipment than heretofore. The increasing demand for 
more and better equ ipment in the schools had had its effect 
upon the Academy as well as the greater variety of subjects 
being offered. The fund had been imperative to accomplish 
these ends. 
Following the fortunes of Thetford Academy for these 
first twenty-four years, certain changes can be noted which, 
added together, are interesting and significant. There was 
the broadening of the curriculum to include more science, 
more music offered in the school program, the training of 
teachers, extending the study of Latin to ypung women, drawing 
trustees from neighboring towns, and last of all, the raising 
of a fund for the school. 
The history of the scho ol had l5rgely coincided with 
the period of "social ferment" expressed by the election of 
Jackson, and a fierce struggle was taking place between the 
privileged and underprivileged toward achieving a more complete 
democracy. In Vermont, as well as other eastern states, or-
ganizations were springing up to urge on social reform. 
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'~ orkingmen Societies were active and stressed particularly the 
need for universal education and the abolition of im-
prisonment for debt. It was the workingmen, according to 
Ludlum, who gave the initial impetus to many campaigns of 
reform. 10 
The Academy, of this period was not a strictly 
democratic school. Tuition was necessary to enjoy its advan-
tages and, although there was much aid for indigent students, 
there were many who could not afford to go beyonq the district 
schools. And not all would be willing to be aided nor endured 
being 11marked11 as indigent. E qual and universal education coul 
not come until all the schools were free or tax-supported. 
There h a d been little connection between the state educational 
policies and the academies, but wha t the state did would be sur 
to be reflected more or less even in a private school. 
The State had been slow in bringing forth educational 
legislation. People were spending much time and money on the 
new humanitarian societies as well as other interests, some 
good and bad, ••• to quote Huden : 
In the welter of Temperance, Revivals, Anti-
slavery, Railroads , Canals, Wheat-Midges, Sheep, 
Anti - Masonry, and Emigration, Vermont's public 
school system barely held its own. In fact, the 
common schools were just about lost in the shuffle.ll 
10 David M. Ludlum, Social Ferment in Vermont , 1791-
1850, (New York: Columbia University Press;-1939), p. 204 • 
. 
ll John C. Ruden , Development of State Schbol Adminis-
tr a tion in Burlington, Vermont: Free Press Printing 
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In 1826, the state of Vermont made its first real 
effort at centralization of school administration, and or-
ganized a Board of Commissioners . 12 The commission urged more 
supervision of all the schools as being too obvious to re~1ire 
the need of argument. 
An act to provide for the support of common schools 
in 1827 , made it mandatory th t t each town select a committee 
of five to oversee and supervise the schools. 13 It also 
decreed that the superintending committee should determine 
the class of books to be used. This part of the law was soon 
repealed. Vermonters regarded it as an invasion of individual 
rights to diclate the b ooks to be used in the district schools . 
The country Vermonter not only was unwilling to take orders, 
but was also watchful of his pennies. The idea of free text-
books had not yet appeared. In 183;) , the State Board of 
Commissioners was also repealed . 
The practice of economy had been exaggerated through-
out the countryside. This attitude probably came do ~n from the 
days when. there was little money in circulation, and what was 
to be had was usually put away or loaned at interest. It 
seemed impos sible for him to think of money as a means for 
making things better. It was this attitude that kept the 
12 Ibid., p. 230 . 
1 3 George G. Busn 1 "History of Education in Vermont," United States Bureau of Education . (Washing ton: Government 
Printin Office 1900 • 14. 
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trustees from paying the principals well . It can also be 
recalled that Asa Burton was always poorly paid as a minister . 
Now, hovrever, the standard of living was steadily rising and, 
in time, ould compel a more liberal attitude . 
In the village there had been changes since 1819, the 
greatest being the moving of the meeting house in 1830, from 
its place on the ~ ommon, to its present site across the road. 
This was occasioned by the coming of new denominations into 
the town, which , naturally, did not care to support by taxes 
a church not of their own choosing. The Hill parish organized 
a 11 society 11 which took over from the town the support of the 
church and pastor. The town sold the meeting house to them 
by the somewhat startling method of an auction. A tower was 
added making it rival the elegance of the new Academy building 
up the street. 
The village had also grown, six new houses having 
been added to the group , and many Thetford f~~ilies and 
Academy students were making places for themselves in the worl • 
The small community was very much alive and was sending out 
men and women of talent and character. 
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CHAPTER IV 
fi.R.QWTH AND DEVELOPMENT UNDER E::!r.R:AM ORC~ 
Doubtless through the medium of Dartmouth College, the l 
trustees of Thetford Academy became interested in Hiram Orcutt 
a graduate of the Class of 1842. Orcutt, then but twenty-
seven, had already earned a reputation as a skillful teacher 
and disciplinarian . He had taught in several places during 
his college course, and in 1842, he was in charge of an 
academy in Hebron, New Hamoshire. In February of 1843, 
several prominent men of Thetford went to Hebron and engaged 
I~ . Orcutt to come to Thetford in April. 
Orcutt, himself, had the following to say about his 
first impressions of the school : 
On surveying the ground I understood the situation . 
The old academy building, worth about ~ 500.00 was 
the only property held in trust by the trustees. 
The school had to be supported by a low rate tuition. 
The capacity of the village to accommodate students 
from abro ad was limited. But this was not the time 
to worry about insufficient accommodations; for the 
school to be accommodated was not in sight. The 
outlook was not encouraging , nor calculated to awaken 
large expectations or great enthusiasm. But we had 
come to stay for several years, and I settled down upon 
the purpose to win success by earnest, persistent toil, 
if success were possible. I arranged to open the fall 
term with a full bo ard of teachers, and a course of 
study, both classic al and English, sufficient to fit 
for college and business. I sent out my circulars 
broadcast.l 
1 Hiram Orcutt, Remin i scences of School Life (Cambridge, 
Iv1 assachusetts: University Press, 1898}p. 87 . 
57 
One hundred and one students were present for the fall 
term, and the school increased the next year until the village 
was packed and every spare room was occupied by students. In 
December of that year, 1843, fire destroyed the Latham and 
Kendrick store, and the secretary's records were burned with 
the store. The new records show that Mr . Orcutt was made a 
trustee, following the custom of electing preceptors to the 
board. 
At this time, a new "Code of Laws 11 was adopted. 2 An 
executive committee, which had broad powers had been institu-
ted. All students were required to attend public worship on 
the Sabbath, (two services at that time) morning and evening 
prayers at the school, and the biblical exercise on I.1onday 
morning. No student was to be absent from any recitation, 
leave town without permission, or to enter a grocery or tavern 
for the purposes of amusement or dissipation. 
These laws probably reflected those of past years and 
they reveal certain inherent weaknesses in the schools of the 
time. Sports and athletics were unknown and there was little 
to occupy the active young people out of school hours and, in 
a closely settled village'· mischief was sure to take place. 
It is uncertain how much Mr. Orcutt did to correct 
2 Thetford Academy, "Secretary's Book B", ( 1844-1883), 
p . 11. 
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this condi tion. He was a man of great common sense, and one 
would expect tha t he would do something to alleviate the 
situation. A student diary of 1850 speaks often of walks, one 
of swimming in the river, and of playing ball. 3 But the game 
of baseball, as we know it, did not exist. The diarist shows 
by his restlessness and depressed spirits tha t exercise was 
greatly needed. 
The tavern, with a license to sell alcoholic drinks, 
presented a problem to the school. At least once during 
Orcutt's time, there was trouble and the preceptor brought the 
offender to court to answer for his actions, and the accused 
promptly left the Hill. 
One method which Orcutt employed was to keep the 
students continually alert mentally. There wro.~ a Social 
Choir, a United Fraternity, a Total Abstinence Society, and a 
Theological Society. Declamation and public speaking formed 
another i mportant part of the school activities. Nye, in his 
d iary, mentions being in debates at the school. 
Just when the Lyceum was introduced at the school is 
uncert a in. The movement had begun in Massachusetts and spread 
widely. It was primarily an educational organization but had 
strong social functions in its gatherings and debates. It was 
particularly strong at Thetford Academy and attracted many 
3 Chauncey Nye, "Diary of a Thetford Academy student 
in 1850 11 (Dartmouth College Archives , Hanover, New Hampshire), 
n. p. 
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people to its meetings. Andrews , quoting from the American 
Journal of Education of 1828 states that, 
Yfuenever lyceums have been established in connection 
with academies, a reciprocal and harmonious action 
uniforml~ arisen between them, greatly to the benefit 
of both. 
The public examinations at the close of the term, were 
followed by an evening of declamation, with such subjects as 
"The Grave of Hamilton", "Everyone Makes h i s own Statue", and 
"Truth Triumphant 11 • There was a periodical, "The Experiment" , 
of which one copy is known to have survi~d. In it is a 
catalogue of the students given in rhyme, and a portion of it 
follows: 
First Avery , Ainsworth, and Abbott E . P. 
"Vith Abbott , B. H. and Brigham C. E. 
Barnard called Villiam and Cotton the same, 
Brigham from Bost on and ;fheelright from Maine. 5 
That Hiram Orcutt was apprecia ted may be inferred from 
a few verses of a clever chronicle: 
Then they se arched through the length and breadth of 
the land, and found one of the sons of the prophets, 
Hiram by name. 
Now when they looked upon him, they were greatly 
pleased, for he was of goodl y countenance, and hi ~her 
from the shoulders and upward than any of the people. 
And in process of time there were gathered together 
very many of the youth and maidens from the surrounding 
nations to be taught by him; 
For his name had spread abroad, and the man waxed 
mighty. 
Therefore the elders assembled together, and spake 
4 Edward D. Andrews, "The County Grammar Schools and 
Academies of Vermont , 11 Proceedings of the Vermont Histor ical 
Society , Vol. 4, No . 3 (Montpelier, Vermont: Published by the 
Society, New Series 1936 ), p. 194, citing American Journal of 
Educat1on, No . 36 , Deuember , 1828, p. 715. 
• 
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among themselves after this wise, saying, 
Have you considered this man, that there is none like 
him in all the land? 
Come, therefore, let us m~~e a league with him, that 
he may remain with us forever.6 
These activities provided training for the students 
which doubtless contributed much to the success of many who 
enteed the professions. 
As would be expected from reading Mr. Orcutt's first 
impressions, something had to be done quickly to care for the 
students. There were boa~ders or roomers in many of the 
houses on the Hill and the catalogue of 1845 gives a full 
account of the domiciles of the students. 
Apparently the need for more living space for the 
students activated the trustees in February, 1845, to call a 
special meeting. At this meeting, they voted to erect a 
building to be rented to the students, the entire expense 
not to exceed ~~ 700.00. 7 A committee for this project was 
selected and the executive committee was directed to secure 
donations. No list of donations has been found, but a site 
was secured from Abijah Howard, Jr., who owned the land im-
mediately north of the academy building. 
\'J ork on the building occupied the summer and the builde , 
Johnson Muchmore, was paid ~715.00. 8 Miscellaneous items in th 
6 ~., p. 3. 
7 Thetford Academy, "Secretary Book", 1844-1883, p. 12. 
8 Thetford Academy, 11Treasurer 1 s Records, 1819-1878,n.p 
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records state that in August they were fini shing the locks and 
had purchased stoves and funnels for $42.00. Quite likely 
the labor was contributed for this project because the new 
building was a substantial one, consisting of sixteen rooms. 
The building was given the n ame of Burton Hall and 
this first addition to the educational plant of Thetford 
Academy was to be occupied by boys. The drawing of the 
building le aves some questions as to how the building was laid 
out inside and how it was heated; nevertheless, its constructio~ 
must have been an exciting event in the neighborhood at the 
time. 
The year 1851 was a busy one on the Hill. The l arge 
house, now known as Slafter Hall was built by Mr. Orcutt, and 
he evidently boarded the teachers and a few students. At 
about the same time a dormitory for girls was built south 
of the Academy, a mate to Burton Hall, and generally known as 
"Mrs. Burton Hall." This was e private adventure of .John 
Lougee, a newcomer to the Hill and a newly elected member of 
the Board of Trustees and the Executive Committee. He 
evidently had some c apital and began to buy real estate on 
the Hill. He soon ran into serious financial conditions and 
was forced to leave town. The trustees had loaned him 
I ,1; 
•:p l,OOO.OO and had taken a mortgage on the new house. They had 
been compelle d to foreclose when Lougee could not meet t h is 
obligation. Mr. 0rcutt purchased the Hopkins house from Lougee 
II 
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and bought the Mrs. Burton Hall which Lougee had operated. 
Orcutt then persuaded the men of the vicinity to invest in one-
half of the Hopkin 's property, a site which he owned for 
several years. There was now a total of five bo ·l!'ding houses 
or boarding houses, if we include the Orcutt house, and there 
were numerous families who were taking roomers. 
During the sixteen years covered by the administration 
of Hiram Orcutt and his successor, Gilbert Hood, the school 
reached its highest point, not only in numbers but in re-
putation and influence. Every condition was propitious, the 
growing demand for secondary education for both sexes, the lack 
of schools to fill the need, the ability of the principal and 
his assistants, the prosperity of the period and ability of 
the school to give students more subjects they wanted and 
needed. 
There h ad been a gradual expansion of the curriculum 
before Orcutt' s time and he had some foundation on which to 
base his work. In shar p contrast to his predecessors, Orcutt 
had dedicated himself to a life of teaching. He was pro -
gressive, full of ideas, and young and vigorous. He emphasized 
the need of thorough preparation, probably reflecting upon the 
inadequacies of the district schools. He believed that the 
first principles were too much neglected in the secondary 
schools. Orcutt was a firm believer in college education, but 
he also believed in education for everyday life. To him, 
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"Education was a universal adventure. n9 
The list of texts used during Orcutt's time began 
with the Bible , and for English included a Reader, a Grammar, 
a collection of Synonyms , Rhetoric, English Composition, and 
a National Speaker. The nearest approach to literature, 
besides the Reader, was a small compilation of his own, in 
collaboration with a classmate, of Prose and Poetry . For 
science there were chemistry, geology, botany, physiology; in 
mathematics, arithmetic and algebra . There was also bookkeeping, 
surveying, histories of the United States and England , logic, I. 
intellectual philosophy and Paley's theology. This latter book 
and Burritt's Geography of the Heavens were used in the school 
for many years. 
There was, of course, full preparation for college, and 
in the Latin course, a list of eleven books was given including 
a lexicon and classical dictionary. In Greek, the list was II 
nearly as comphrehensive. A charge was made for the use of the 
Spanish and Italian were taught. 
There usually were ten or more teachers, some serving 
part-time in such subjects as penmanship, elocution, and music . 
9 Edward D. Andrews , "The County Grammar Schools and 
Academies of Vermont," (Unpublished Doctor 1 s dissertation , 
Yale University, Graduate Scho~ 1930) , p . 371. 
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Mrs. Orcutt was preceptress for seven years and it is clear th t 
she ably seconded the work of her husband. 
The ability of the students as evidenced by the 
records in the 75th anniversary volume, is impressive. It is 
fortun ate that a catalogue was issued in nearly every year of 
the Orcutt and Hood period. The reputation of the school 
brought students from widely separ ated localities. This was 
made increasing convenient by the coming of the railroad in 
1848, a f act that was continually included in the catalogues. 
Mr. Orcutt was a thorough advertiser and every opportunity was 
used to f urther the Academy. Stationery, leaflets and public 
advertisements were constantly used to keep the public duly 
informed. 
In 1854, with four hundred different students, the 
following table show s the geographical distribution. 
Vermont 
Massachusetts 
New Hampshire 
175 
100 
74 
New York 15 
Connecticut 11 
Rhode Island 7 
Maine 5 
Texas 4 
Canada 3 
one each from Maryland, Indiana, Nova Scotia, District 
of Columbia , France and Syria . 
It has become a custom through the years to refer to 
the fact that, under Orcutt, there were four hundred students 
at the school at one time. In reality, this number represents 
the total number enrolled in each of four units throughout the 
year. There was always a group who came for short period s of 
time. This is corroborated by the size of the graduating 
cla sses. In the midst of Orcutt's period, a class of twenty-
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five would not indicate tha t students had, to any gre at extent 
adopted the habit of attending school continuously. 
The school income entailed much bookkeeping in all 
periods. The tuitions were small, and there were many of 
them. Now, for Mr. Orcutt, they were for Latin and Greek, 
~p3.50; for English branches, $3.00; for French ~p4.00; music 
lessons with the use of the piano, $8.00; for drawing, (p1.00. 
Mr. Orcutt gives the total attendance for the year in the 
catalogue of 1852 as 727 pupils, and it has been estimated 
that the income for the year might have reached $12,000.00. 
His expenses for teachers were large and, writing in 1893, he 
says, "I gave that school twelve years and a quarter of the 
best portion of my life, and my compensation was the support 1 
my family while there, and the payment of a four hundred doll 
note which I owed for college expenses when I ca.rrethere.rrlO 
There are many traditions of the high standing of the 
school and the book of the 75th anniversary is crowded with 
testimony. The old students gave the credit to the inspira-
tional qualities of Mr. Orcutt, while he says the secret of hi 
success was the character and ability of the students. Cer-
tain it is that the list of prominent men and women who went 
out from the school is long and interesting. Over twenty-five 
hundred students were under the care of this principal and one 
10 Hiram Orcutt, op. cit., p. 
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hundred and thirty-three entered Dartmouth, Yale, Amherst, 
Williams, Brown, Middlebury, Tufts, and Vermont University. 
Quite a number of young ladies and some young men entered the 
teaching profession as their life work. 
Orcutt speak s of perfecting the course of study and 
organizing regular classes for graduation, both classical and 
English. His first class, numbering sixteen, was graduated 
in July, 1848, and was, presumably, the earliest in the 
history of the school. They were all men, and all entered 
college, eleven of them going to Dartmouth. Among them were 
Arthur Latham Perry, son of trustee Baxter Perry, and later 
a distinguished professor of Political Economy in \ illiams 
College; Charles E. Hovey, who was to become . a General in the 
Civil 1 ~ar, and later a prominent educator, founding the first 
normal school in Illinois; Carlton P. Frost, long a professor 
in the Dartmouth Medic a l School, and Gen. John Eaton, head of 
the National Bureau of Education for sixteen years and ex-
president of Marietta College. 
It must also be included that Orcutt was a believer 
in firm discipline in the school. The following quotation 
allows an insight into his educ ati onal philosophy: 
I t ake square issue upon the question of enforcing 
wholesome laws in our schools. It is a mistru{en policy, 
adopted by our schools, to leave to pupils themselves 
to fix the standard of thir conduct; to allow them to 
decide that only to be right to which they consent and 
that only to be positively binding u pon them to which 
they agree. Many schools have s1trrendered to unwise 
parents who have previously capitulated to their 
6? 
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children. The abolition of corporal punishment is an 
incident in this surrender. This is virtual treason 
against the sovereignty of law •••• The schools should 
make patriots, but ~! their policy they are doing much 
to make anarchists . 
The earliest program of graduat ing exercises tha t has 
been found is for July, 1855, at the Church, beginning at "six 
and one - half o'clock precisely, with music by the Bradford 
Brass Band. nl2 It is modelled after a college program of the 
time, having a Latin and Greek oration, a colloquy in 
English, French, Italian, and Latin by f ive g irls, a poem and 
a valedictory. The girls had compositions and the boys ora-
tions. There were fifteen girls and ten boys. 
In 1846, thirty-nine girls were tru{ing some classical 
stud ies, and the number increased throughout the period. In 
1852, four girls were included in the list of graduates from 
the English department . It can be concluded that they were 
the earliest to complete courses at Thetford Academy. In this 
same year, ninety- six girls were taking classical studies. 
Much has been published in papers and reviews con-
cerning the education of women. The Thetford people had known 
of a surprising event at first hand, for among the three to 
receive the first bona fide college degrees ever granted to 
women, was ary Hosford, Thetford born, whose parents had been 
11 Hiram Orcutt, ££• £!!., pp. 174 - 175 . 
12 Thetford Academy, 11 Anniversary Exercises 11 , July, 
1858. 
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among the pioneers of Oberlin College. That college had 
taken a bold step, after having been divided upon the question 
of female education , and a statement by the founder says, 
':''le knew, moreover, that female education was 
grievously neglected and too generally of such a 
character as to fit its subject better for a place at 
the t oi let rith the pretty trinkets which were the 
fruit of their educat l on, than to qualify them for 
happy and useful companionship in life; and as there 
was not a female manual Seminary or a female Collegiate 
Institution in the United States, we felt that there was 
yet unoccupied in the shades of Academus, a wide area.l3 
In 1849, a Vermont paper said in the grandiloquent 
stje of the day that, 
It is indeed a glorious thought, that the mind of 
woman can now expand and be autify in the light of 
science and literature, untrammeled by the trains of 
ignorance and prejudice which have fettered her 
spirit in the days of yore .l4 
The circumstances that prompted Orcutt to leave Thet -
ford were r egrettable. He says that 11 wi th all the kindness 
proffered us by the trustees and leading citizens of the com-
munity ••• we were much annoyed by the frequent collisions 
between another class of citizens and our students . 11 15 It was 
13 Robert s. Fletcher, ! History of Oberlin College 
(Vols. 1 and 2 ., Oberlin, Ohio: R. R. Donnelly & Sons Co ., 
1943)' p. 380 . 
14 Editorial in the Aurora of ~ Valley, (Newbury, 
Vermont), September, 1849. 
15 Hiram Orcutt,££· cit., p. 104. 
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after one of these trying conflicts at the store that li1r. 
Orcutt went home and found an invitation to take charge of a 
Ladies Seminary at North Granville, New York . He immediately 
accepted the call, something which caused great concern in the 
town and was regretted by all, even those who had cre ated the 
trouble. Orcutt himself states that at no other time during 
his twelve years would he have considered the move but the 
die was cast and had to be made. 
About his twelve years at Thetford Academy Orcutt 
states: 
My labors were incessant. I had the entire financial 
business of the school to conduct without a clerk; the 
management and discipline of the school; the oversight 
of every department of instruction; and taught classes 
myself from six to seven hours a day, five days a week. 
dded to this, an occasional lecture before the school, 
Sabbath morning; a class of young men at noon in the 
church; of attending two church services during the 
day, and a social religious meeting in the academy in 
the evening, in which I usually took part. And even 
this was not all. I had reason to expect a call at 
unseasonable hours, to some boarding house or store, to 
quell a disturbance, or settle a dispute. Vacations 
were a welcome change, but no relief from toil or care; 
a new school must then be gathered, and arrangements 
made for the ensuing term. This was my work , my care, 
and my responsibility without cessation, during the 
entire twelve years •••• \Vere I again placed in the 
same position , ho •rever , I should devote more hours 
especially on the Sabbath, to rest or recreation.l6 
Letters show that the health of both Mr . and ~s . 
Orcutt had suffered from the strain of those years . The work 
at North Granville was more easily carried on, and Orcutt spent 
16 Hiram Orcutt, ££· £!1., p. 92. 
70 
five years there. Following that, he founde d Glenwood Se minar 
at Br attleboro, Vermont, and Jater was principal of Tilden 
Seminary in ,,Vest Lebanon, New Hampshire. He '\Y as also influen-
ti al in that st ate in bringing about important progressive 
changes in education. Among these were compulsory school 
attendance, the change from the district to the town system, 
and the establishment of the Normal School at Plymouth. 
His degrees were an A. M. from Dartmouth, LL.D. from Bates, 
and in 1895, he was elected honorary member of the Dartmouth 
17 
chapter of Phi Beta Kappa. 
The l ater ye ars of his life were spent in Boston where 
he was connected with a publishing house and with the New 
England Bureau of Education. Mrs. Orcutt had died in 1863 
and, because of the fact that a young child had died while 
they were in Thetford , her grave was made there also. Thus 
it chances that Mr. Orcutt's last resting place is also with 
them in the North Thetford cemetery. 
Hiram Orcutt had great teaching ability, much business 
ability, and a gift for organization. But probably his greates 
gift to young people was inspiration. He saw what was in them, 
and inspired them to cultivate and use it to the fullest e xtent 
A description of Orcutt exists as he was seen by his 
students. "His tall, thin, slightly stooping form, always 
17 John Eaton, editor, Thetford Academy, Seventy-Fifth 
Anniversary and Reunion (Concord , New Hampshire: Republican 
Pres s Association, 1895), p. 12. 
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hand somely clad in black; his jet black hair and whiskers, 
his dark skin and brilliant eyes; the rapid and ungainly gait , 
by which , however, he got there every time."l8 
It was fortun a te for the imme diate need of the school, 
that upon the sudden departure of Mr. Orcutt, Gilbert E . Hood, 
his assistant, was available and gave the school three years 
of valuable service. He spent his final year of preparatory 
school at Thetford , had graduated from Dartmouth College in 
1851, and had been associate principal for three years. He 
seems to have been in every way as much of a success as Orcutt. 
The latter was more spectacular, and he paved the way for Hood , 
but Hood had qualities of his ovm which endeared him to his 
students. His l a ter life in Lawrence, Massachusetts testifies , 
to his worth. He is said to have been one of the best known 
and trusted men in the city. By profession, he was a lawyer 
and was connected with the Broadway Savings Bank in that city. 
While in Thetford his sister Eliza, one of the first 
women graduates , was his preceptress and another sister taught 
part of the time. The attendance remained at a high level 
being 625 pupils for the year 1857. His graduating class of 
1858 was made up of thirty-two who had finished a three year 
course of study, probably the largest one on record. Atten-
dance has never risen to such a height since Hood 's time. High 
18 Ibid., p. 167. 
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schools were multiplying, and there was no occasion for so many 
to come from other towns and st ates. Also it would not be easy 
to find again , men of the caliber of Orcutt and Hood who would 
take the school, and after their day the number of students 
slowly decreased. Several promising men took charge for short 
periods , one being George Bartholomew , who went to Cincin·atti 
and made a name for himself by establishing a school there. 
nother was Charles P. Chase, who was principal at two dif-
ferent times in two years. He later taught Greek at Dartmouth 
and was, for many years, treasurer of the College. For one 
term, in 1865, the pastor of the Hill church, Reverend Leonard 
Tenney, and Dr . Ezra Norcester carried on the school for some 
reason, perhaps because of the war. Dr. orcester was presi-
dent of the board of trustees. 
The financial difficulties of the trustees with Jl;lr . 
Lougee have been recounted. While they were still unsettled, 
another situation arose which was still more irritating. At 
the annual trustees meeting of 1857 it appeared necessary to 
the trustees to make some changes in Burton Hall . The pro -
position was to repair it or modify it for a boarding house for 
young ladies, and the matter was referred to the executive com-
mittee with the "request that they examine the whole subject 
carefully and then act as they shall on the whole deem expedien 
19 Thetford Academy , "secretary Book B" 1:844-1883, p. 37 
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Mr. Hood was then principal and trustee. The school at the 
time was large, having in the spring term 198 students and a 
graduating class of twenty-nine. 
It will be recalled that the expense of constructing 
Burton Hall had been small, and it is possible that the 
building was not substantial. It may als o have been abused by 
the boys. Abijah Howard, Jr. was now ch::J irman of the e xecutiv 
committee, and taking advantage of the free h~d which the 
trustees seemed to have given him, he, without securing their 
consent, sold the building to John Huntington. The tr11stees 
were appalled. They had no thought of selling-the building 
and made every effort to recover it, even offering Huntington 
more than he had paid. Howard, however, had given a bill of 
sale and Huntington would not give it up, and soon moved it 
across the street. The present Goddard Hall, therefore, is 
the old Burton Hall . As has been indicated, the trustees 
immediately purchased "Mrs . Burton Hall 11 , made possible by a 
substantial gift from Mrs . Timothy Bartholomew , a widow of one 
of the founders, and her name was besto~ed upon the Hall , whic 
had been known in the records as "The Ladies Boarding House. 11 
There were changes, of course, among the trustees. 
Judge Short was made president in 1848, follovTing the death of 
Mr. Babcock, and was probably the first layman president. 
Enoch Slade was elected treasurer sometime before 1844, when 
the records were begun anew, a position he held for more than 
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thirty years. Dr. Ezra ~orcester had come to the Hill in 1846 
and first appears on the list of trustees in 1847. He was 
secretary in 1856, a position he held for twenty-three years. 
He was one of the mainsprings of the school for the nex t forty 
years. 
The 1840's and 50's saw the peruc of population in 
Thetford. At the time, there w~about 721 children of school 
age. They were rel a tively prosperous years for both farmers 
and small manufacturers. There were nearly ten thousand sheep 
in town, and abundant water power to operate the various 
factories in the town. 
The village had been slowly growing, pastors had come 
and gone, and trustees had changed. It should be recorded that 
the street was made more beautiful by the planting of the elms 
at the time of Mr. Orcutt. 
The town was quieting down after the war, which had 
grievously decimated some of the families. Students had left 
Thetford to enter all wa lks of life and many famous people 
looked back to the Thetford hill-top with affection. 
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CHAPTER V 
THE STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL 
Some of the financial troubles of Thetford Academy 
have been recounted, but little has been said about the in-
come. It is plain from the incomplete treasurers' reports that 
the tuition usually went to the principal. There was no room 
rent until after Burton Hall was erected in 1845. This item 
then amounted to more than one hundred dollars but constant 
repairs must have used a greater part of it. Burton Hall 
seems to have been financed by calling in the 1835 subscription 
list. Mrs. Burton's gift of ~~ 100.00 was loaned out at 6%. 
Although there is no record, it is appe~ent that a legacy had 
been received of ~ti l ,000.00 and comparison of casual notes in-
dicate it came from '"lilliam Kingman, a Thetford resident, who 
had gone in the "gold rush" and had died in California in 
1852. The fund was evidently invested in a mortgage. There wa 
continuous income from the county land, amounting at first to 
$148.00, and later to $90 .00. In some way, the school had 
procured government bonds which yielded $12.64. The Masonic 
Lodge rented the Academy hall for meetings for which rent was 
paid. 
Running expenses were small but repairs were heavy and 
constant, especially to the dormitories. Insurance cost five 
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to seven dollars a ye Lr . The practice was also becoming more 
common of paying the principal a larger cash salary. However, 
it is impossible to arrive at any cle ar idea of either income 
or outgo. The trustees often lacked business ability, and 
during this period , the fortunes of the school waned con-
siderably. It is a truism to say that when there was a strong 
board of trustees, the problems of the school were faced and 
met . 
At a special meeting in February , 1867, it was 11resolve 
that the executive committee be instructed, at their discre tion 
to make all necessary additions to , and alterations and re pairs 
on the Academy and Bartholomew Hall , so called and ••• also 
to obtain by subscription, if possible , the money to defray 
the expense thereof. 111 In November, 1868, much the same item 
appears again , and there is no indication tha t anything had 
been done . One of the periodic slumps had evidently descended 
upon the institution, and it was again ready to be brought to 
life by some energetic person . A committee was appointed to 
consult with citizens in reference to raising money and there 
appears to have been an air of decisiveness in the record of 
the meeting . 
In January, 1869, the executive committee gave its re-
port . ~~ . Hosford , a trustee, was appointed to make inquiries 
1 Thetford Academy , "Secretary's Book B11 , ( 1844 -1883 ), 
p . 69. 
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about David Turner or Lyme, New Hampshire. Turner, a graduate 
of Dartmouth, had been for twenty years principal of a school 
· R " hm d v· · · 2 1n 1c on , 1rg1n1a. He had been held there during the war 
and now was home and ready for another position. His wife was 
a daughter of Baxter Perry, an early trustee . 
l~ter considering the principalship, Mr . Turner sub-
mitted his conditions to the trustees, which follow in con-
densed form. 
F irst, tha t they cause the Academy building to be re -
paired, painted, etc., and a suitable place be provided for 
Mr . Turner's apparatus; that the main hall be furnished with 
new seats and desks of the best style. 
Second, that they cause Vfhat is now Bartholomew Hall 
to be repaired, remodeled, and enlarged in such a manner as to 
afford a suitable residence for the family or the principal, 
and furnish ample accommodations for not less than 20 boarders, 
with good kitchen cellar, storeroom, wood house, water for 
washing and culinary purposes, and a building sufficiently 
large to accommodate a horse and carriage, and a cow and a 
hog; and also furnish a garden spot; that they moreover fur-
nish each room, except those occupied by the family of the 
principal, with bedstead, mattress, stove, three chairs, wash 
stand and table. 
11 2 John Eaton , editor, Thetford Academy , Seventy- Fifth 
Anniversary and Reunion (Concord , New Hampshire: Republican 
Press Association, 1895), p . 49. 
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Third, that the income from appropriations to the in-
stitution from public st ate funds, and all receipts for tui-
tions belong to the principal . 3 
The foregoing terms were unanimously accepted, and 
Mr . Turner was appointed principal and elected trustee. Solon 
Berry was appointed to solicit funds . 
Slafter states that this dormitory extension was made 
necessary by the increasing unwillingness of the residents 
of the Hill to take students into their homes. 
The definiteness of Mr . Turner 's proposals seems to 
have galvanized b oth the trustees and townspeople into action . 
Money came in surprisingly large sums. The aim of 0 4 , 000 .00 
was reached. 4 The donors were nearly all Thetford people and 
the tr u stees contributed heavily to the cause. 
The task of refurnishing was a considerable one and 
the contract stated that it should be completed by August of 
1870, a year and a half from the acceptance of Turner's plans . 
The first step was to purchase the John Fitch house 
and land for $500 .00. They then moved Bartholomew Hall 
straight back from the road towards the east twenty-six feet. 
To this building, they attached the Fitch hous e on the south 
as an ell. At the front, on the site from which Bartholomew 
Hall had been moved, they erected a new part, following the 
3 Thetford Academy, "Secretary's Book B" (1844-1883), 
pp . 77-78. 
4 Fund Book of 1835 and 1869. 
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latest fashion of the day. The living quarters of the prin-
cipal were good for the times and there were, as stipulated , 
about twenty rooms. Burton Hall was the name bestowed upon 
this new creation. An extra half acre of land was purchased 
and a barn was built as agreed. 
Mr . Turner issued but one catalog, at the close of 
his first ye ·u> , 1870. He left no roll of students, and thus 
much is lost th a t would shed light on his twelve years as 
principal. In 1870, there were 138 students. In the catalogue 
we also note that there was an adequate scientific dep artment, 
many of the things having been brought by lt r. Turner. Mrs . 
Turner was the assistant principal, Solon Smith was still 
teaching music , and I<rs . Laura Snow was a teacher of penciling , 
crayoning, and oil painting. Mr . Slafter gives a long list 
of assistants during the twelve year period and says that 
"there was a quiet and well-ordered school, more in the 
nature of a bo arding school than ever before. 11 5 At the last, 
Mr. Turner 's health failed and his son Charles helped him 
during the last term. He died on the Hill in 1882. 
During his principalship two additions to the assets 
of the school appear. In 1812, a legacy was received from 
Charles Latham of .~ 5,000.00 which was to be used for aid to 
"indigent students. 11 There had always been a need for such a 
5 John Eaton , ££• cit., p. 45. 
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fund and this supplemented a small fund which had been 
existed previously and about which little is known . This 
latter legacy was invested in a mor~ge on a good farm in the 
valley owned by the Kinney brothers and yielded a good revenue 
for some years, the r a te of interest being six percent. Also, 
in 1877, a Mrs. Barney beque athed $ 5,000.00 to the church for 
a library. The church bought the site of the lost Burton Hall 
from the trustees of the Academy and built there a substantial 
library building. The cost of the building was met in large 
part by the community and most of the legacy was invested. A 
catalogue of 1889 says: 
The privileges of the Latham Memorial Library, 
~hose elegant building cont a ining several thousand 
volumes, adjoins the Academy grounds , may be obtained 
by the students for a small fee; and its numerous 
cyclopedias and other works of reference, are in 
constant demand by ~hose who are preparing for deb a tes 
or rhetorical work . 
l'l!r . Turner was devoted to the classics and st a tes in 
his catalogue that "special attention will be given to the 
formation of classes in Greek and Latin, and the thorough 
preparation of young men for college. "7 There is no intimation 
tha t young women might enter college, but nineteen women were 
taking the classical course. Ab out this time, however, college 
were being founded especially for women and some men 's 
colleges were admitting women . 
6 Thetford Academy, "c a t alogue of 1889 ", p. 5. 
7 Thetford Academy, "Catalogue of 1870 11 , p . 4. 
81 
The expenses in 1870 had arisen slightly, being ~~ 5.00 
for Preparatory and ~? 5. 50 for English Academic studies. The 
classical tuition was -:~ 6.00 and there were fees for music and 
art work . Turner offered to take students for the four terms, 
including tuition, board , lights, fuel and washing for ~~ 235 . 00 . 
There were facilities for self-boarding as well, a custom whic 
continued well into the twentieth century. In the new dormi-
tory each self-boarding girl had the use of a small wood-
burning cook stove which was used to heat the room and cook 
the meals. A cupboard held food and utensils, and house - wife -
ly g irls managed very well . Often they lived together coopera-1 
tively, sharing the work and food usually brought from home. 
As one would imagine, provisions usually ran low at the end of 
the week . A typical die t consisted of bread, doughnuts, pies, 
cakes, beans, milk, and meat. Cooking in the individual rooms 
was risky because the danger of faulty and clogged chimneys, 
but most students were capable of running their ovm affairs . 
~v'Ir . Turner began his regime with a set of fifteen re-
gul a tions concerning neatness, decent language, loitering, 
card and dice playing, ardent spirits, and obedience to usual 
rules regarding recitations. They were so definite and com-
prehensive that there was little chance of any misunderstanding 
As in the past, two Sunday services and a Sabbath were to be 
attended. Such regulations were accepted. A cursory investi-
gation of several other schools in the reg i on of the period 
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show tha t one had twenty-seven regul a tions and another had tw 
long lists of things to do and things not to do . 
F ollowing Mr. Turner, Benjamin M. Weld was principal 
for two and a half years . He evidently was successful as 
twenty of his students followed him to his next charge in 
Oxford. During his stay at Thetford, the academic year was 
changed in 1883 to three terms of twelve weeks each, and the 
designa tion 11 schol a r n g ave way to 11 pupil 11 • 8 
In 1884, William H. Cummings , a former well-liked 
student, took charge of the school and stayed for ne ar ly three 
years . It appears tha t during his principalsbip, there was a 
larger percentage of students finishing the entire course. 
Also , the first women graduates of the school to attend col-
lege prepared under Mr. Cummings. 
It has been impossible to determine when the custom of 
paying the principal began. Mr. Cummings was g iven $ 50 .00 
by ff contract". 9 Mr. Mallory who followed him was pa id ;~ 100.00 
and probably his successor, Mr. Newell. The last t wo men of 
the period, '.lestf all and Dunham, s eem to have been paid ~~ 50 .00 
It must be kept in mind that the clergyman was probably the 
only salaried man in town a t the time, and cash was still of 
secondary importance in the economy of the neighborhood. Most 
people were self-suff icient in this rur al area and the trustee 
C3 Thetford Academy, "Secretary's Records 11 , Book C, 
(1883 -1932 ), p. 4. 
9 Thetford Ac adem "Treas 
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probably resisted paying a salary to the principal and put it 
of f as long as possible . 
Thetford Academy , after struggling with its finances 
so many years, and faced with the prospect of constantly in-
creasing expenses due to greater requirements, was destined 
to have some of its problems solved by the expanding policies 
of the state and nation. And as these policies evolved, one 
by one, the school benefited from them. The state had taken 
a long time to accept the idea that every child should be 
compelled to attend primary school and should be allowed the 
privilege of secondary education. 
In 1867, the idea of a high school in any town wishing 
one was introduced to the authorities of the state, but a 
tuition was expected.lO In 1894, it was made mandatory that 
townsof 2,500 populations should maintain a high sr-hool, 
and that pupils should be allowed to attend a high school or 
academy in another town than their own.ll It was not until 
after the close of the century that high school privileges 
were guaranteed to a 1 1, and an examination system was in-
augurated to determine the qualifications of those desiring 
them. 
The growth of the high schools had been slow; in 1860, 
10 Mason s. Stone, History of Education State ofVermo 
(Montpelier, Vermont: Capitol City Press, 1935), p. 230. 
11 Masons. Stone, op. cit ., p . 230. 
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there were but seventy in the entire country. No town of the 
size of Thetford could afford to maintain one. The population I 
had been shrinking and in 1900, it was approximately 1215. 
Toward the last of this period, a concerted drive was 
made by Thetford Academy to secure an endowment fund. Reverend 
s. v. McDuffee , the pastor of the Hill church, Mr . George 
1 ~or ce ster, a trustee, and Dr. William Paine called a special 
meeting to see what could be done to establish an endowment 
fund. Professor Worthen, a trustee of the school and a member 
of the Dartmouth faculty, was chosen to prepare a circular 
showing the need for such a fund. The annual meeting of the 
trustees for 1893 show that an endowment committee was selected 
The endowment committee wisely planned to have a 
reunion at the time of the next commencement in 1893. The 
reunion was a success, and from the meeting resulted an 
l "Association of Pupils of Thetford Academy" , organized in the 
nature of an Alumni Associat ion. The idea of organizing a 
great ce£bration for the next year, the 75th anniversary, was 
received with a great deal of enthusiasm. A prominent group 
of alumni and guests took part. Everyone agreed to work un-
tiringly to make the coming anniversary a memorable one in 
the history of the school. 
The great celebration of 1894 was a noteworthy success 
in every way. Newspapers state that there were nearly a thous 
persons present. The date was June 28, and the day opened 
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auspiciously. An account from the reunion states: 
Those who had arrived the night before began 
their personal greeting s at dawn. Old buildings 
and places of interest were visited. The arrival 
of extra coaches and private carriages constantly 
added to the happy multitude •••• When the 
company finally reached the familiar hall and saw 
the old table and the well known blackboards and 
bell rope, and many of the old seats where their 
backs had ached in unison, it seemed as if the 
years had fled and they were back in schoo1.12 
At least seven of the former principals were present 
and when Mr . Hiram Orcutt rose to speak, ''there was such a 
hubbub as he never allowed within those walls. 1113 
Dinner was served in a large tent by the townspeople 
and there was much informal speaking. The afternoon meeting 
was held in the church and Mr . Slafter's "Historical Discourse" 
was then delivered. There was also an add~ess by Dr. Bicknell , 
an original poem by Hon. Edward A. Jenks, state printer and 
court reporter of Concord, New Hampshire , followed by Pres-
ident William J. Tucker of Dartmouth College, who spoke "upon 
the relations of the academy and college.rrl4 Dr . Bicknell 
addressed the meeting again in the evening and the alumni gave 
reminiscences. 
The published record of these meetings is a revelation 
12 John Eaton ,££· £!t., p. 7. 
13 Ibid., p. 7. 
14 John Eaton , ££• cit., p. 55. 
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of the work which the school had been doing , and of the 
affection in which it was held by former students. Never 
before or since has a gathering taken place in Thetford of so 
many distinguished pe ople. An Alumni Associa tion was organize 
of which Dr . Bicknell was elected president, and Senators 
Justin Morrill and William E . Chandler honorary vice-president • 
Gener al John Eaton, a former United St ates Commissioner of 
Education, was chosen as one of the regular vice-presidents. 
With the passing of the seventy-fifth anniversary of 
Thetford Academy, this historical study can appropriately be 
brought to a close. 
The years following 1895 have paralleled the histories 
of other academies and high schools in the region. Innovation 
have been accepted and the school has successfully met the 
challenge of universal education in the twentieth century. 
Misfortunes, such as the fire in the early 1940's, h ave re-
sulted only in gre ater efforts by those connected with the 
operation of the school. The new recitation building, dedicat d 
in 1949, is further proof of the respect that Thetford people 
have for their Academy. 
87 
CHAPrER VI 
CONCLUSION 
Thetford Academy came into being as a result of the 
need for better education in a small New England to~n. Like 
many other communities, Thetford had the personalities and 
resources necessary to put its ideas into effect. Strong de -
termined leaders, as well as the common man, with pride in 
their local institutions banded together to meet their needs 
and to keep abreast of the times. 
The influence of the church was important in New 
England at the time of the founding of Thetford Academy . Asa 
Burton, as has been emphasized, was the dominant figure in 
Thetford society during the first part of the nineteenth cen-
tury. ~~ile severe in religious discipline , he was definitely 
progressive in his conception of educational thought and in 
many ways fostered means of providing for an educated citizenr • 
Ministers were prominent in the administration of the school 
during its early years and the influence of religion is still 
marked. 
It has been stated earlier that public education in 
Vermont developed slowly and in many ways in a haphazard man-
ner. The county system of grammar schools had proved to be 
unfeasible and, as a result, secondary education had been re-
tarded. The academy, a local and private institution, had 
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been the answer g iven by the individu a l community to meet 
this n e ed. The academy was able to present new ideas in sub-
ject matter content, and new techniques of teaching were 
freely use d . The e ducation of women was usually supported in 
the early academies . The needs of both sexes for professiona 
training, teacher training, and effective living in the com-
munity could be met in direct proportion to the needs and 
wishes of the locality. Thetford Academy met these needs sue 
cessfully for many years and, when the state had advance d wit 
its public school movement, the school was flexible enough to 
meet the needs and demands of a changing social order. Thet-
ford Academy functioned as a public grammar school in many 
ways. It received the rents from grammar school lands tha t 
had been set aside in the county for a public school. Dr. 
Andrews in discussing Thetford Academy says, 
Thetford Academy is in reality a town school, 
closely associated with the interests and activities 
of the community and, except in the nature of its 
control, rather public than a private institution.l 
Thetford Academy has been fortunate to h ave strong 
leaders at crucial times in its history . The first principal , 
Reverend F itch was admirably suited to serve the school throu g 
its early years . At the mid-century mark , Thetford Academy 
under Hiram Orcutt reached its highest point. This tireless 
1 Edward , D. Andrews, 11The County Grammar Schools and 
Academies of Vermont. 11 (UnpJblished Doctor's dissertation, Ya e 
University, Graduate School, 1930), p. 223 . 
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leader did much to enlarge the physical plant of the school. 
It was during his principalship that the enrollment of the 
school reached its all-time high. David Turner, in the l a tter ! 
part of the century, did many things to reinvigorate the schoo 
and to restore it to its former prominence. It is a truism to 
state tha t Thetford Academy has always had the fortune to have 
capable men come to its assistance in time of need. 
Among its gradu ates Thetford Academy can claim its 
share of successful and illustrious people. College presiden , 
profes s ors, congressmen, and leaders in nearly every field of 
professional life are evident throughout the history of the 
school. The record of the alumni in the development of the 
West is a story in itself. 
Unlike many well establi s hed academies in our country, 
Thetford Acade my has had the problem of a limited endowment. 
In fact, for many years it had no knovm endowment of any k ind. 
Therefore, the school has been continually beset with the 
problem of raising sufficient funds to meet its needs. The 
very f act that it has been able to survive under unfavorable 
financial circumstances is a credit to the ability of the 
principals, the trustees, and the people of the t own. Thet-
ford Academy has never forgotten the needs of its supporters 
and they h a ve never allowed their interest in the school to 
fail. 
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